
ROCKLAND	P.L.U.S		
PLANNING	LAND	USE	WITH	STUDENTS	

High	School	Students	from	throughout	Rockland	County	
consider	sustainable	planning	for	our	community.	

	
	

	
	
	

Concluding	with	a	Symposium	Event	3/23/18	at		
St.	Thomas	Aquinas	College	(STAC)	













Group	AcRvity	–	Planning	Sustainability	for	all	Ages	and	Stages	

!  Review	the	Community	Enhancing	Features	worksheet	in	your	folder.	

!  Consider	the	different	age	groups	that	are	a	part	of	your	community.		Which	
of	these	features	would	best	suit	the	needs	and	desires	of	each	of	these	
different	age	groups	
!  Children	(ES)		
!  Teens	(HS)	

!  Adults	(A)	

!  Seniors		(S)	

!  Individually,	choose	3	features	that	would	benefit	each	of	the	4	age	groups	
listed	above.		

!  Now,	narrow	your	choices	down	to	just	5	features	that	would	serve	the	
interests	of	all	age	groups	in	your	community.	

!  Get	into	groups	of	4	–	6	and	discuss	why	you	chose	each	of	the	5	features,	
then	make	a	selecRon	of	5	features	that	you	all	agree	upon.		



How	can	we	plan	for	a	healthy,	sustainable	community?	

!  Sustainable	Community	Planning	means	thinking	both	locally	and	regionally	
&	balancing	various	criRcal	needs	

	



Rockland	P.L.U.S.	helps	us	to	S.E.E.	the	Community	–	the	Social,	
Economic,	and	Environmental	aspects	of	our	communiRes		



In	any	community	there	is	a	lot	to	consider.		
For	Rockland,	transportaRon	is	important.	

	

Currently	82%	of	Rockland	residents	live	&	work	in	the	County.	
TransportaRon	within	the	County,	transportaRon	to	Westchester	(7.2%)	&	to	New	
York	City	(10.8%)	must	all	be	considered.		
We	also	must	be	forward	thinking.	With	the	new	bridge	will	this	change?		

hbp://hudsonvalleyregionalcouncil.org/regional-iniRaRves/comprehensive-economic-development-strategy-ceds-2014-annual-report/	



How	does	Rockland	commute?	Slightly	beber	than	the	naRonal	average	
with	76%	driving	alone	–	but	with	more	thougheul	planning	we	could	

improve	significantly!	

• Drive Alone 71% 
• Public Transportation 9% 
 

 

hbp://flowingdata.com/2015/01/20/how-americans-get-to-work/	
	

 	
	
 	
	



Why	Focus	on	TransportaRon?	Consider	the	following…	

This	graph	from	the	Mid-Hudson	Regional	Sustainability	Report	shows	almost	
half	of	our	region’s	emissions	come	from	transportaRon.	Emissions	are	a	major	
contributor	to	Green	House	Gasses	(GHG).	Moving	people	more	efficiently	is	an	
important	piece	in	sustainable	planning.		
	
	
	hbp://www.co.orange.ny.us/filestorage/124/1362/MHRSP_FinalDramExecSummary_May2013.pdf	

Total Emissions by Source  



GHG	lead	to	climate	warming	which	leads	to	Sea	Level	Rise	(SLR)	
Regional	Planning	efforts	are	considering	these	issues	

Sea	Level	Rise	is	AcceleraRng	



In	Rockland	we	know	that	in	addiRon	to	Sea	Level	Rise	extreme	
weather	events	cause	Storm	Surge,	another	significant	problem	

Where	storm	surge	from	super	
storm	Sandy	lem	its	mark		

Piermont	images	from	“Resilience	Roadmap:	Planning	for	Piermont’s	Future”	Task	Force	Report	2014.		
	
	

These	photos	are	from	Hudson	River	impacts,	but	
local	streams	and	waterways	also	cause	impacts.		



What	does	this	have	to	do	with	planning?	

! We	have	made	ourselves	less	resilient	with	the	way	that	we	have	
cleared	areas	of	naRve	plants,	filled,	paved	and	hardened	our	
surfaces,	enclosed	our	streams	in	pipes,	not	considered	natural	
features	in	our	planning.	

	

! Good	news!	We	can	create	more	resilient	communiRes	with	
changes	in	our	planning	pracRces	and	land	use	decisions.		

	
	



We	can	create	change	through	planning		

Permeable Pavement 

Plant buffers between sidewalks & streets 
	
	

Vegetation Islands for ‘run on’ 



We	can	create	change	through	planning		

Rain Barrels Green Roofs 

Rain Gardens	 Maintaining Original Trees & Shrubs 



We	can	create	change	through	planning		

 
Spaces that are 

walkable, bikeable, 
and encourage fuel 

conservation! 

Encourage reduced energy use! 	
	

Natural sunlight! 
	
	

Solar to fuel our homes & 
businesses!	

	



What	will	we	be	doing	in	this	program?	

!  You	will	be	working	with	your	class	to	re-envision	a	local	space,	considering	
social,	economic	and	environmental	issues.		



What	will	we	be	doing	in	this	program?	

You	will	turn	your	
ideas	into	a	poster	
presentaRon	to	share	
with	professionals	
from	throughout	the	
County.	



What	will	we	be	doing	in	this	program?	

!  	How	to	collaborate	
while	bringing	in	
new	ideas?	
		

!  How	to	enhance	the	wider	
community	through	our	
project?	

CollaboraRng	with	peers	from	other	Rockland	high	schools	to	use	what	you	
have	learned	to	plan	for	a	new	locaRon.		

CONSIDERING:		

!  How	the	project	will	
blend	&	connect	to	
the	community?			



Rockland	P.L.U.S.		
March	23,	2018	

S.T.A.C	
8:30	a.m.	–	1:30	p.m.	



We	will	be	back!	And	when	we	return….	

!  Between	now	and	next	visit	use	small	colored	post-its	to	compile	a	list	of	
places	on	the	large	sheet	at	the	front	of	the	room	where	you:	

	

1.  see	evidence	of	great	planning	in	your	community	AND	in	the	County	that	
you	feel	add	to	the	value	and	benefit	of	living	here;	and		

2.  	feel	that	your	community	is	forward	thinking	in	terms	of	sustainable	
planning.		

! What	would	you	add?	What	are	we	missing	in	our	community?		

	



Rockland	P.L.U.S.	2018	is	a	collaboraRve	partnership	of		

1.  Keep	Rockland	BeauRful		

2.  Lamont-Doherty	Earth	Observatory	of	Columbia	University		

3.  Rockland	ConservaRon	&	Service	Corps	

4.  Rockland	Economic	Development	CorporaRon	

5.  Saint	Thomas	Aquinas	College	

	

Thank	You	Sponsors!		
	

Rockland Municipal Planning 
Federation  

Old	York	
Founda7on	

M & T Charitable Foundation 


