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Considering Your Community & 
Important Planning Elements  



Assess Both Your Local Community & The County
Score of 5 is highest Score of 1 is lowest 



One way is through actively being a 
‘Climate Smart Community’ 

How has your community changed or become more 
climate smart in recent years? 
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NYACK
Rockland’s first Bronze Certified Climate Smart Community!  

❖ Municipal buildings currently use 100% green electricity sources 
❖ Installing new LED streetlights to cut 68% of their lighting energy needs
❖ EV charging stations 



Planning Concepts & Planning Cards

Use of the Planning Cards
• The borders are color coded 

by category
• The front titles can be the 

same but the backs are 
different tools and include:
• Definition
• Fast facts
• Benefit/cost savings

• Categories often cross 
reference to other categories 
with a small letter on the 
upper right by the photo.

• The upper left includes from 
1 to 5 dollar signs, 
representing a relative cost 
for inclusion.



The cards cover a range of planning topics
water energy transit



Vegetated Natural Areas & Green Infrastructure:
❖ Provide habitat

❖ Reduce polluted runoff

❖ Clean & Cool the air

❖ More singing birds & plants lead to less depression, 

anxiety, stress

❖ Fewer emergency asthma attacks

❖ Increase equity in the fight against COVID-19

❖ Reduction in crime and violence
https://www.strongoutcomes.com/blog/2019/2/the-community-benefits-of-nature-5hdbe

The cards ‘hit the highlights’ but many more 
benefits exist for each topic! 



Green Infrastructure Local Examples 

Courtesy of Cornell Cooperative Extension Rockland County 
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Green Infrastructure Local Example 

Courtesy of Cornell Cooperative Extension Rockland County 

Children’s Park in Ramapo



Rain Barrels

Green Infrastructure Additional Example

Maintaining Original Trees & Shrubs

Vegetated Islands for ‘run on’



Repurposing for New Uses: The Filling 
Station & The Market, Rte. 9, Palisades

Photo Google Maps 

How can we plan sustainably – 
Creating change through innovation



Net Zero Building, AGU Science Organization in D.C.

https://building.agu.org/about-the-project/net-zero-design/

Net Zero Design
• Reduction
• Reclamation
• Absorption
• Generation

How can we plan sustainably – 
Creating change through innovation



(L) Bus Rapid Transit Design  (R) 1st Solar Electric Bus

Bus from Adelaide, 
Australia

How can we plan sustainably – 
Creating change through innovation



Resilient waterfront design 

Amphibious House 
near Marlow, River 
Thames, U.K. 

How can we plan sustainably – 
Creating change through innovation



⚫ Consider your site location & orientation 
⚫ What are the community/county strengths you 

want to build on or link to
⚫ What are the weaknesses you identified that you 

can help address
⚫ Consider the history & if there are pieces you can 

amplify or preserve
⚫ S.E.E.E. the space – Social, Equitable, Economic 

and Environmental Strengths & Challenges

Your Site Information 


