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Considering Your Community & 
Important Planning Elements  



Jamboards!!

Let’s share your Jamboards! What did you notice 
about your community’s cool, equitable, and 
sustainable features 



Assess Your Local Community
Score of 5 is highest Score of 1 is lowest 



Sustainable Planning through:
‘Climate Smart Community’ 

focusing on Mitigation
How has your community changed or become more 
climate smart in recent years? 



One way is through actively being a 
‘Climate Smart Community’

Mitigation 
Examples of a “Climate Smart” Community (CSC): 



Examples of a “Climate Smart” Community (CSC): 

NYACK
Rockland’s first Bronze Certified Climate Smart Community!  

❖ Municipal buildings currently use 100% green electricity sources 

❖ Installing new LED streetlights to cut 68% of their lighting energy needs

❖ EV charging stations 

One way is through actively being a 
‘Climate Smart Community’

Mitigation 



It’s not just Villages - also Rockland County! 

The County is  participating in both the CSC  and 
Clean Energy Community (CEC) programs. They
worked with a consultant to develop an Action 
Strategy to:

✔ Reduce GHG emission 
✔ Achieve net-zero GHG emission 
✔ Increase renewable energy usage
✔ Ensure Climate Justice 
✔ Create a CSC Coordinator Role 
✔ Create a CSC Task Force

CSC & CEC are 
interconnected. They 
strengthen each other

Image from NFS



LOCAL IMPACTS: WE ALSO NEED ADAPTATION
Planning for Sea Level Rise (SLR) in the Hudson Valley

Sea Level Rise is AcceleratingRegional Plan Association, 2016 

3 ft. SLR: (2080)
• Metro North partial flooding
• Extended area of permanent 

flooding 
• ~9% of Piermont’s existing 

homes underwater

6 ft. SLR: (2100)
• Flooding critical infrastructure 

• Railroads
• Wastewater treatment
• Power  plants
• 3 large regional airports

• Increased residential flooding 

1 ft. SLR: (2050)
• Increased areas of permanent 

waterfront flooding  (Floods 
already at high tide & with 
storms in Piermont)

Mid Hudson 
projections 
• 5”-27” by 2050
• 10”-54” by 2080
• 11”-71” by 2100

Inundation 
Map 

https://www.ldeo.columbia.edu/edu/plus/Rockland/2017/RPA-Under-Water-How-Sea-Level-Rise-Threatens-the-Tri-State-Region.pdf


Piermont images from “Resilience Roadmap: Planning for Piermont’s Future” Task Force Report 2014. 

Photo from lohud.com: Stony Point homeowners 
rebuilding after Sandy

Photo-simulation: Elevated roadway 
(black) & floating homes.  

Photo-simulation: Elevated seawall & 
removable floodwall. 

Regional Planning Efforts are Considering These Issues:
Adaptation

Are these planning efforts examples of MITIGATION or
 ADAPTATION? 



Green Infrastructure Adaptation:
Local Examples 

Nyack Memorial Park
Permeable pavement

Rockland County Country Club 
- Green Roof

Bowline Point Park, Haverstraw - 
Rain Garden

Valley Cottage Library 
- Vegetated swales

Home for Heroes, Pearl River- 
Bio-Retention area

Tappan Zee High School - 
multiple approaches



Rain Barrels

Green Infrastructure: Examples

Maintaining Original Trees & Shrubs

Vegetated Islands for ‘run on’

Children’s Park in Ramapo
NYS Trees for Tribs on streambanks 



Repurposing for New Uses: The Filling 
Station & The Market, Rte. 9, Palisades

Photo Google Maps 

How can we plan sustainably – 
Creating change through innovation



(L) Bus Rapid Transit Design  (R) 1st Solar Electric Bus

Bus from Adelaide, 
Australia

How can we plan sustainably – 
Creating change through innovation



Planning Concepts & Planning Cards

Use of the Planning Cards
• The borders are color coded 

by category
• The front titles can be the 

same but the backs are 
different tools and include:
• Definition
• Fast facts
• Benefit/cost savings

• Categories often cross 
reference to other categories 
with a small letter on the 
upper right by the photo.

• The upper left includes from 
1 to 5 dollar signs, 
representing a relative cost 
for inclusion.



The cards cover a range of planning topics
water energy transit



Vegetated Natural Areas & Green Infrastructure:
❖ Provide habitat
❖ Reduce polluted runoff
❖ Clean & Cool the air
❖ More singing birds & plants reduce anxiety, stress, 

and depression
❖ Fewer emergency asthma attacks
❖ Increase equity in the fight against COVID-19
❖ Reduction in crime and violence

https://www.strongoutcomes.com/blog/2019/2/the-community-benefits-of-nature-5hdbe

The cards ‘hit the highlights’ but many more 
benefits exist for each topic! 



⚫ Consider your site location & orientation 
⚫ What are the community/county strengths you 

want to build on or link to
⚫ Build connections! think of community 

stakeholders you can engage!
⚫ What are the weaknesses you identified that you can 

help address
⚫ Consider the site history & if there are pieces you 

can amplify or preserve
⚫ S.E.E.E. the space – Social, Equitable, Economic 

and Environmental Strengths & Challenges
⚫ Consider both mitigation & adaptation

Your Site Information 


