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By CHARLES V. BAGLI
At a downtown breakfast meeting nearly

three years ago, Gov. George E. Pataki
made the tallest building planned for the
World Trade Center site also its most richly
symbolic one when he called it the “Free-
dom Tower.” 

Eager to counter claims that the rebuild-
ing effort had lost momentum, Mr. Pataki
declared that the 1,776-foot tall tower would
be the first building finished, in 2008, and the
governor’s office would be the first tenant to
move in.

“For the first time since the attacks, we
have not only the vision for redevelopment
but also a comprehensive timeline,” Mr.
Pataki said at the time. “It’s an ambitious
plan for swift action that leaves no room for
error or delay.”

Officials no longer put any stock in a 2008
completion date. Indeed, under the current
schedule, Larry A. Silverstein, the develop-

er who controls the lease at the trade center,
would not finish building and leasing the
tower until the end of 2011. 

But the Freedom Tower and the decisions
made in 2003 loom large today over the very
public slugfest involving Mr. Silverstein,
Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg and the Port
Authority of New York and New Jersey,
which owns the land, over what is going to
be built, who is going to build it and when. 

The governor, who is considering a presi-
dential run, has insisted on an April ground-
breaking for the Freedom Tower, which is
sure to attract national attention.

But many urban planners, downtown real
estate executives and civic leaders contend
that the $2.3 billion, 2.6 million square foot
Freedom Tower is planned for the wrong
place, too big and would be unlikely to at-
tract tenants other than government agen-
cies, though few are willing to say so pub-
licly for fear of offending the governor. 

There are even suggestions that Mr. Sil-
verstein may offer to return the Freedom
Tower site to the Port Authority as part of a
restructuring of his lease at ground zero, ac-
cording to people involved in negotiations on
the site’s future. Mr. Pataki, for his part, has
said Mr. Silverstein must have resolved his
disagreements with the Port Authority by
March 14 or face losing hundreds of millions
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By SAM ROBERTS
With higher birth rates among Hispanic

and Asian New Yorkers, immigrants con-
tinuing to gravitate to New York City and a
housing boom transforming all five bor-
oughs, the city is struggling to cope with a
phenomenon that few other cities in the
Northeast or Midwest now face: a growing
population. It is expected to pass nine mil-
lion by 2020.

New York might need an extra million or
so slices of cake for its 400th birthday party
in 2025. 

Estimated today at a record 8.2 million,
the population is expected to reach nearly
9.4 million in 2025. But that projected growth
poses potential problems that New York is
just starting to grapple with: ensuring that
there are enough places in which to live,
work, attend school and play and that trans-
portation and energy are adequate.

Elaborating on Mayor Michael R. Bloom-
berg’s disclosure last month that city plan-
ners were drafting a strategy to cope with
this expected growth, Daniel L. Doctoroff,
the deputy mayor for economic develop-
ment, said the city could accommodate a
million additional people or more, but only if
it began planning for their needs now. 

“We have the capacity through rezoning
and underutilized land to go well over that
number,” he said. “But you cannot simply
divorce the issue of growth from the infra-
structure required to support it. It opens up
great opportunities only if the growth is
smart, if we have the things that make cities
worth living in.” 

Mr. Doctoroff said the strategy would ex-
plore opportunities for growth both citywide
and in 188 individual neighborhoods. It
would determine how land use regulations
and other constraints might be altered to
create sufficient housing, schools, subway
routes and parks, preserve factory jobs and
identify sites for less desirable but neces-
sary structures, including power plants. 

Last month, the New York Building Con-
gress, a trade group, estimated that pro-
posed development, including the World
Trade Center site and the Hudson Yards in 
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The city’s population is projected to 
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The various racial and ethnic groups will 
contribute to that growth very differently.

The city’s economic makeup is also projected 
to change, becoming generally wealthier.
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MERIDEN, Conn.

THE most famous account of the mys-
terious Black Dog of the Hanging Hills
hinges on this portentous declaration:

“It may seem strange that a man of science
should believe a thing of this kind — an idle
tale for the ignorant and superstitious, you
will say — but I do believe it. And if you
would know why, listen:”

And thus commences a tale told more
than a century ago by one W. H. C. Pynchon.
It concerns a dog, the color of “an old black
hat that has been soaked in the rain” that
wanders the craggy volcanic hills and val-
leys around Meriden. Meet it once, the leg-
end goes, it shall be for joy. Meet it twice, it
shall be for sorrow. Meet it a third time,
you’re dead.

So it might also seem strange that on Fri-
day, a thoroughly modern man of science, a
natural science blogger, author, and ener-
getic bundle of enthusiasms named Bren-

dan Hanrahan was excitedly prowling the
West Peak of the Hanging Hills, the very
spot Pynchon had visited more than a centu-
ry ago. 

“What a beautiful day to be up here,” he
shouted over a howling wind, the fog, drizzle
and chill giving the scene a sort of “Wuther-
ing Heights” effect. “It’s just like the weath-
er must have been when Pynchon was
here.”

Or maybe it’s not so strange at all. Tell it
in a 19th century journal, post it on a 21st
century blog, throw in sundry wispy myster-
ies and who could resist the black dog’s
spell?

In truth, the black dog, sometimes with
fiery red eyes, is a persistent figure in folk
tales around the world, like the hound that
entered a church during a violent storm on
Aug. 4, 1577, in Bungay, England, where it
killed two people and injured another. Or so
it’s said. I wasn’t there.

The best known account of Meriden’s en-
try in the black dog sweepstakes was writ-

ten in the Connecticut Quarterly in 1898 by
Pynchon, a geologist who earned a master’s
degree from Harvard, and taught at Trinity
College in Hartford for many years. (He
was also the grandfather of the novelist
Thomas Pynchon). 

He described a short-haired black dog of
moderate size that barked but made no
sound and roamed the hills but left no foot-
print in dust or snow. 

His account concludes with a horrible ac-
cident suffered by a fellow geologist who en-
counters the dog for the third time. The geol-
ogist sees the dog, breath steaming from his
open jaws but no sound coming out, and

blurts out: “I did not believe it before. I be-
lieve it now; and it is the third time.” Then
the rock collapses beneath him and he falls
to his death.

Since then almost any fatal accident has
been attributed to the black dog.

MR. Hanrahan, who writes guide-
books on the natural wonders of
Connecticut, a place, it turns out, of

dizzying geological complexity, and has a
blog called Connecticut Wonders of the Nat-
ural World (http://cttrips.blogspot.com),
first heard about the legend in a talk given
at the site by an eminent geologist, Dr. Jelle
Zeilinga de Boer of Wesleyan University. 

Mr. Hanrahan posted an account on his
blog. Sure enough, a reader soon responded
with a black dog sighting at Castle Craig,
the tower visible atop the Hanging Hills. 

“Things just don’t sneak up on me without
me being aware of them, but I swear this
dog just appeared,” the reader reported.
And soon there was his photo of a black dog

at the site.
Now this could be an amazing coinci-

dence. It could be “Twilight Zone” stuff. It
could be a reminder than any middle school
student with an Internet connection can now
place a black dog atop Dick Cheney’s head.
It could be the black dog himself with a
modem and a sense of humor. 

Alas, Mr. Hanrahan didn’t catch a
glimpse of the dog Friday. Still, in the tale of
the black dog the play has always been at
least part of the thing. So in many tellings
Pynchon returned to the site for a third time
and was found dead at the same location
where his friend died, a tale marred slightly
by the fact that he died on Jan. 2, 1910, in
Oyster Bay, N.Y.

But then, any reader of Pynchon the
younger would know not to be too smug
about what we think we know. So maybe
there’s an evil black dog atop the Hanging
Hills and maybe it’s just fodder for scary
campfire tales. But if you see one there, it
might be a good idea not to go back.
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Beware a certain black
dog, especially if you’ve
already seen it twice.

FRESH ON THE SCENE WITH SASS AND BIDE White ruffled camisole, 0–8, 275.00. Faded black 

frayed skinny leg jean, 24–30, 232.00. Both cotton. In Y.E.S. 59th Street, Soho and select stores.


