A Day in the Life of the Hudson and Harbor 2021.:
Can you solve the salinity puzzle in New York City?

When we looked closed closely at Day in the Life salinity samples from around New York City we were
puzzled by what we saw! Here is salinity (parts per thousand, ppt) at a few sampling sites. Can you help us

solve the puzzle?
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1. Why is the East River saltier than the Hudson River, even though the samples were taken at the same time

and the sites are just across Manhattan from each other? (Hint: Where does the water come from at both
sites?

2. Why was the salinity in Jamaica Bay the highest of the three readings? (Hint: There is more than one thing
going on here, so be sure to check the tide charts!)



