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FROM THE PRESIDENT

The New Doris Schachner Medal of the DMG
Dear members and friends of the DMG,

Friedhelm
von Blanckenburg

I am pleased to introduce the new Doris
Schachner Medal of the DMG. The medal will
replace the Abraham Gottlob Werner Medal
in Gold. Our reason for introducing the new
naming scheme is that, to date, all of the DMG
awards bear a male name, which is probably the
case for many other professional societies. The
only exception for the DMG is the Beate Mocek
Award, which is specifically awarded to early
career female scientists.

The DMG Board came to the conclusion that this male-only naming
convention is no longer appropriate.
Therefore, we proposed to replace the
Werner Medal in Gold and to name
the new medal after a female mineralogist whose professional life was
conducted in a German-speaking
country. Following a call for suggestions, the majority of responses
named Doris Schachner (née Korn; 30
May 1904–1 April 1988). This proposal
was accepted by the DMG General
Assembly on the 2 September 2021.

Doris Schachner was a pioneer in study of the microstructure of ores.
She dedicated herself wholeheartedly to teaching, and she inspired
generations of undergraduates, to whom she was a close and always
encouraging mentor. The so-called “Doris excursions” (field trips) were
of high entertainment value and represented the scientific highlights
for many undergraduates in Aachen. She worked hard to raise funds to
allow less affluent undergraduates participate in field trips.
In the post–Second World War period, she lobbied for reconciliation with the German neighboring countries by promoting cooperation between the nearby universities of Aachen (Germany), Leuven
(Belgium), and Maastricht (Netherlands). In her view, political borders
should not prevent people from interacting. She was chairperson of
the Senate Committee for the International Office of the RWTH
Aachen University and a member of the Senate Commission for Earth
Sciences of the DFG (German Research
Foundation). She was also active in the
Alexander von Humboldt Foundation.
In 1981, Doris Schachner was awarded
an honorary membership of the DMG.
In 1984, she became an honorary
senator of the RWTH Aachen. The
minerals “schachnerite” (Ag1.1Hg 0.9)
and “paraschachnerite” (Ag3Hg2) are
named after her.
Doris Schachner perfectly embodies
the spirit of the previous Werner Medal
in Gold; namely, “Services towards the
Advancement of the Mineralogical
Sciences”. We are looking forward to
awarding the first Doris Schachner
Medal at the 100 th DMG annual
meeting in Köln in September 2022.
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