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Past and Contemporary Climate Change:
Evidence from Earth’s Ice Cover

Ice cores from Greenland and Antarctica as well as from glaciers 
and ice caps at high elevations in lower latitudes provide unique 
insights on Earth’s climate history and the long term context critical 
for assessing contemporary climate variability. Abrupt climate 
change is not a recent phenomenon. Current widespread glacier 
retreat suggests large and rapid changes in the climatic regimes 
that sustain them and some tropical glaciers no longer retain the 
unique paleoclimate records they once archived.

The Jardetzky lecture in geophysics honors the late Wenceslas S. Jardetzky, a 
renowned researcher and educator whose flourishing scientific career in Europe 
was halted by World War II and revived after he emigrated to the United States. 
From 1949 until his death in 1962, he was a research associate at Lamont-Doherty.

The Jardetzky lecture was established in 1992 by Dr. Jardetzky’s son Oleg, who is 
the founder of the Magnetic Resonance Laboratory and professor of molecular 
pharmacology at Stanford University. In endowing the lectureship, Dr. Jardetzky 
said he hoped it would “help enrich the outstanding tradition of the Lamont-
Doherty Earth Observatory, which provided a much cherished intellectual home 
to my father after he emigrated to this country.”

Friday, 5 April 2013 at 3:00 p.m.
Monell Auditorium
Reception to follow

Inaugural Award of the Jardetzky Medal and


