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ABSTRACT

Rift basins of the Central Atlantic Margins (CAM) of North America and Morocco
preserve largely continental sequences of sedimentary strata and less important
minor basalt flows spanning much of the early Mesozoic. The best known is the
Newark basin of New Jersey, New York, and Pennsylvania where an astronomi-
cally calibrated magnetic polarity time scale is developed.

Lacustrine cycles of Milankovitch origin are commonly present in CAM basins,
with the period changing from 10 ky (paleoequator with coals), to 20 ky (4◦–
10◦N), to perhaps 40 ky northward with evaporites. Cycles of∼100 ky, 413 ky,
and∼2 my are also important.

Four mostly unconformity-bounded tectonostratigraphic sequences are present.
The Anisian TS I is fluvial and eolian. TS II–TS IV (Late Triassic to Early
Jurassic) consist of “tripartite” lacustrine sequences caused by extension pulses.
The Newark basin accumulation rate history allows comparison with quantitative
rift basin models.

The North American plate’s slow northward drift resulted in a relative shift
of climate, although the rapid humidification during the latest Triassic and Early
Jurassic is associated with a sea-level rise. The Triassic-Jurassic mass extinction
is of independent origin, plausibly impact related.
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INTRODUCTION

During the Triassic and Early Jurassic, an enormous series of rift basins formed
along a wide zone extending from the future Gulf of Mexico through Nova
Scotia, Morocco, the Tethyan margin, western Europe, Greenland, and
Spitzbergen (Figure 1). This paper is a review of the stratigraphic records
of the Central Atlantic Margin (CAM) component of these rifts (Figures 2, 3).
Specifically, these rifts include the following: 1. the exposed remnants of rifts
in Eastern North America containing rocks termed the Newark Supergroup
(Figure 1) (Olsen 1978, Froelich & Olsen 1984; see bibliography in Margolis
et al 1986) and their equivalents preserved beneath the Atlantic Coastal Plain
and on the continental shelf; 2. the rift sequences present in the subsurface
along the margin of the Gulf of Mexico; and 3. the exposed and subsurface
basins in Morocco. Related sequences occur in Iberia, Central Europe, Great
Britain, Norway, Greenland, and Svalbard. The mostly continental half graben
and half graben complexes filled with thousands of meters of continental sedi-
mentary and igneous strata provide a uniquely detailed record of early Mesozoic
climatic, tectonic, and evolutionary patterns and processes over an interval of
time lasting more than 30 million years (Figure 3).

A key point is that the dramatic cyclicity of the rift-basin lacustrine sequences
allows for the quantitative analysis of the varying and intertwined effects of
tectonics, plate position, and climate. The large latitudinal spread over which
these basins developed, covering about 30◦ of paleolatitude, allows an unusually
detailed look at the Late Triassic and earliest Jurassic world over a broad transect
of climate and tectonic processes.

There are six major themes that this review of CAM rift basin stratigraphic
evolution will cover: 1. sedimentary and climatic cyclicity; 2. tectonic con-
trol of basin facies and sequences; 3. identification of tectonostratigraphic se-
quences; 4. linkages between presently isolated depositional basins; 5. effects
of the drift of the North American plate into different climate belts; and 6.
regional and global climate events.

SEDIMENTARY AND CLIMATIC CYCLICITY

Perhaps the most striking aspect of CAM basin sequences is the prevalence of
cyclicity in lacustrine lithologies evident at many thickness scales (Figures 4, 5).
This sedimentary cyclicity was primarily controlled by lake-level variations
following quasi-periodic Milankovitch-type climate cycles governed by celes-
tial mechanics (Hays et al 1976). The careful and detailed review by Smoot
(1991a) explains the climatic significance of various sedimentary facies and
cycles within the CAM basins. Although cyclicity is pervasive in CAM basins,
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Figure 1 Central Atlantic Margin (CAM) rift basins in their paleogeographic position for the
Carnian (∼225 Ma), based on Newark basin data in Kent et al (1995). Positions of paleolatitude
lines have an estimated error of±2◦. (A) CAM basins: a, Argana basin; c, Culpeper basin;
cb, Carson basin; cc, Clubhouse Crossroads area in South Georgia basin; d, Dan River–Danville
basins; df, Deerfield basin; dr, Deep River basin; e, Essaouira basin; em, eastern most basins with
Eagle Mills Formation; f, Fundy basin; fm, Farmville and related basins; g, Gettysburg basin; gb,
Georges Bank basin; h, Hartford basin; j, Jeanne d’Arc basin; m, Mohican basin; n, Newark basin;
na, Nantucket basin; no, Norfolk basin; o, Orpheus basin; p, Pomperaug basin; t, Taylorsville
basin. Sources for map are Olsen et al (1989), Holser et al (1988), Tankard & Balkwill (1989),
Heyman (1989), Hutchinson & Klitgord (1988a,b), Benson (1992), and Beauchamp (1988). Strata
in outcropping basins labeled o, f, df, h, p, n, g, c, t, r, fm, d, and dr are the major components of
the Newark Supergroup. (B) Reconstruction of Pangea for the Carnian, showing the rifting zone
(gray) and the CAM basins detailed in (A).
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Figure 2 Maps of selected CAM basins (base maps from Anders & Schlische 1994). All the basins
are drawn to the same scale except the Fundy basin.



     

P1: SDA/rsk P2: RPK/vks/plb/mkv QC: rpk/AGR T1: RPK

March 26, 1997 11:19 Annual Reviews AR029-11 AR29-11

STRATIGRAPHIC RECORD OF RIFTS 341

F
ig

ur
e

3
A

ge
s,

ba
si

c
fa

ci
es

,a
nd

fo
rm

at
io

ns
in

th
e

C
A

M
ba

si
ns

di
sc

us
se

d
in

th
e

te
xt

.
Fo

rm
at

io
n

na
m

es
ar

e
in

di
ca

te
d

by
nu

m
be

rs
ex

pl
ai

ne
d

in
Ta

bl
e

1.
B

as
in

s
ar

e
as

fo
llo

w
s:

SG
,S

ou
th

G
eo

rg
ia

;D
R

,D
ee

p
R

iv
er

;D
,D

an
vi

lle
/D

an
R

iv
er

;F
M

,F
ar

m
vi

lle
an

d
B

ri
er

y
C

re
ek

;N
O

,N
or

fo
lk

;R
,R

ic
hm

on
d;

T,
Ta

yl
or

sv
ill

e;
C

,C
ul

pe
pe

r;
G

,G
et

ty
sb

ur
g;

N
,N

ew
ar

k;
P,

Po
m

pe
ra

ug
;H

,H
ar

tf
or

d;
D

F,
D

ee
rfi

el
d;

A
,A

rg
an

a;
F,

Fu
nd

y;
O

,O
rp

he
us

(E
ur

yd
ic

e
P-

36
w

el
l)

;
M

,M
oh

ic
an

(G
lo

os
ca

p
C

-6
3

w
el

l;
Pe

-P
ip

er
et

al
19

92
);

J,
Je

an
ne

d’
A

rc
(S

po
on

bi
ll

C
-3

0
w

el
l)

;
C

B
,C

ar
so

n
(O

sp
re

y
H

-8
4

w
el

l)
(O

,J
,a

nd
C

B
ad

ap
te

d
fr

om
H

ol
se

r
et

al
19

88
).



     
P1: SDA/rsk P2: RPK/vks/plb/mkv QC: rpk/AGR T1: RPK

March 26, 1997 11:19 Annual Reviews AR029-11 AR29-11

342 OLSEN

Figure 4 Typical Van Houten cycles and compound cycles of the Newark basin (modified from
Olsen et al 1996b).

the best documented example of cyclicity and periodicity is from the Newark
basin of the Newark Supergroup (Figures 1, 6). Sedimentary cyclicity in the
lacustrine portions of the basin was first described by McLaughlin (1933), who
demonstrated the great lateral extent of the large-scale (∼100 m) alternations
of gray to black shales and red mudstones (McLaughlin 1933, 1946, 1959).
Van Houten (1962, 1964, 1969, 1980) extensively studied the Lockatong For-
mation and provided a detailed look at Newark basin cyclicity, ascribing it to
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Figure 5 Representative cycles, power spectra, interpreted periods, and theoretical insolation
curve for various portions of Newark Supergroup basins. The “Crowley’s Model” power spectrum
is from Crowley et al (1992). [Key to lithology colors as in Figure 4 (top panel).]
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Figure 6 The Newark basin stratigraphic record based on NBCP and ACE data (largely from Kent
et al 1995, Olsen et al 1996a,b). [Key to lithology colors as in Figure 4 (top panel).]

climatic variations controlled by celestial mechanics. Olsen (1986), following
the paradigm of Hays et al (1976) for Quaternary cyclicity, used Fourier analy-
sis to obtain quantitative assessments of the periodicity of the cyclically bedded
outcrops, thus corroborating Van Houten’s hypothesis (Figure 5). Pervasive
cyclicity in most of the Newark basin section was confirmed by continuous cor-
ing of the Newark basin by the Newark Basin Coring Project (NBCP) (Olsen
et al 1996a, Olsen & Kent 1996) and the Army Corps of Engineers (ACE)
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(Fedosh & Smoot 1988, Olsen et al 1996b). Together, over 12 km of core
from these projects cover virtually all of the approximately 7 km–thick Newark
basin section, including more than 5 km of cyclical lacustrine rocks that show
patterns consistent with the Milankovitch theory of climate change (see Smoot
& Olsen 1994, Olsen & Kent 1996) (Figure 6).

As seen in the cores and outcrops of the Newark basin lacustrine units, as
well as in several other CAM basins, the fundamental sedimentary cycle is a
transgressive-regressive lacustrine sequence termed a Van Houten cycle (Olsen
1986, 1990) (Figure 4). Vertical sequences of these cycles trace out three or-
ders of modulating cycles; these cycles are expressed as variations in the degree
of development of sedimentary structures indicative of subaerial exposure or
deposition in deep water within successive Van Houten cycles. The short mod-
ulating cycle contains 4–6 Van Houten cycles; the McLaughlin cycle exhibits 4
short modulating cycles; and the long modulating cycle is made up of about 5
McLaughlin cycles (Figure 4). Frequency analysis of sections exhibiting this
cyclicity by Fourier and moving window (“evolutive”) techniques indicates that
the cyclicity conforms to the expectations of Milankovitch climate theory for the
tropics. Specifically, the climate changes that controlled lake level were gov-
erned by the cycle of climatic precession, modulated by the∼100-ky, 413-ky,
and∼2-my so-called eccentricity cycles of the Earth’s orbit.

As expected from Milankovitch theory, the expression of the insolation cy-
cles in continental climate, and hence the rock record, varies dramatically with
latitude in the CAM basins. Within specific time intervals, the distinctive fre-
quency characteristics of the cyclicity as well as the overall facies (i.e. humid
vs arid) change in a methodical way that is well explained in the Milankovitch
paradigm. In theory, the region around the equator should be dominated by a
“double” climatic precession cycle of∼10 ky that gives way farther from the
equator to a∼20-ky cycle of the type seen in the Newark basin and commonly
associated with the climatic precession cycle (Crowley et al 1992) (Figure 5).
In addition, the middle and high latitudes should be dominated by the effects
of the 41-ky cycle of the obliquity of the Earth’s axis. In fact, this domina-
tion is manifest in the CAM basins (see below). This pattern of latitudinally
dependent cyclicity is apparently in very good agreement with the most recent
well-corroborated paleogeographic reconstruction (Witte et al 1991, Kent et al
1995, Kent & Muttoni 1996, Kent & Olsen 1996), which places Virginia at the
equator in the early Late Triassic (Figures 1, 6). The change in cyclical mode is
paralleled by a dramatic change in the dominant sediment type, with coals and
black shales in the south giving place to aeolianites in the northern Newark Su-
pergroup basins (Olsen et al 1989). The cyclicities so well displayed in the CAM
basins provide not only a metronome for calibrating other basin phenomena,
such as the magnetic polarity sequence from the basins, accumulation rates, and
hence indirectly subsidence (Figure 6), but also are the first clear demonstration
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of the local effects of Milankovitch cycles on continental climate over a broad
latitudinal swath (Figure 5).

TECTONIC CONTROL OF BASIN FACIES
AND SEQUENCES

Although cyclicity is a very prominent part of CAM basin sequences, there are
larger-scale patterns such as lateral and vertical transitions in facies types that
were evidently produced by tectonic processes.

As presently understood, CAM basins are largely half graben and half graben
complexes. The basins are bounded on one side by a major mostly normal fault
system, towards which the basin strata tilt (Figure 7). There is considerable
evidence that the fault systems that border the present half graben of the CAM
basins were active during sedimentation (see Schlische 1993). Most important
are the locally derived conglomerates at the fault-bounded sides of the basin.
Although these conglomerates do not comprise a volumetrically large part of the
basin fill, they do indicate that a local source of relief was maintained throughout
the basin’s sedimentological history along the faulted margin (Longwell 1937,
Schlische 1993).

It was once thought that episodes of faulting or protracted periods of acceler-
ated faulting would produce a progradation of alluvial fans from the border fault
because of the increase in basin relief (Barrell 1917, Lorenz 1988, Ressetar &

Figure 7 Representative cross sections of basins based on industry seismic profiles. Profile lines
a (Fundy basin and Chignecto and Minas subbasins) andb (Fundy basin and subbasin) are adapted
from Withjack et al (1995);c (Newark basin), revised interpretation based on Costain & Coruh
(1989);d (Richmond basin), adapted from Cornet & Olsen (1990); ande(Taylorsville basin), based
on a variety of unpublished seismic profiles and Milici et al (1991).
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Taylor 1988, Mickus et al 1988). However, recently proposed models of the
sedimentological effects of faulting within half graben argue that an increase in
faulting would produce a retreat of alluvial fans owing to lakes ponding against
the tilting depositional surface and the increase in accommodation space (Blair
& Bilodeau 1988). In fact, the relationship between alluvial fan and lacustrine
deposits in the Newark basin suggests that in most cases fans prograde during
overall dry times irrespective of faulting (Olsen et al 1989).

There is also ample evidence that the basins, as presently delineated, were,
at least in part, half graben during deposition (Schlische 1993, Withjack et al
1995). Synsedimentary half graben development is evidenced by the follow-
ing: 1. decreasing dip of strata up-section both in map view and in drill holes;
2. fanning of strata toward the border fault system as seen in seismic profiles
(Hutchinson & Klitgord 1988a, Costain & Coruh 1989) (Figure 7); 3. thick-
ening of intervals of strata, particularly sedimentary cycles, toward the border
fault as derived from continuous core and outcrop (Olsen et al 1996a); and 4.
the results of provenance and paleocurrent studies (Klein 1963, Glaeser 1966,
Weddle & Hubert 1983). Because of the half graben geometry of the basins,
sedimentary sequences generally coarsen downward at the edges of basins, as
seen in drill holes, and coarsen towards the basin margins in map view, as
pointed out by McLaughlin & Willard (1949).

All of the CAM basins have sequences that show strong vertical changes in
overall facies reflecting an interplay of large-scale tectonic and climatic changes
with time. The basic outline of these has long been clear (Van Houten 1977,
Manspeizer 1988). In specific, the basin sections are made up of one or more
tripartite sequences consisting of a lower, relatively coarse-grained, fluvial fa-
cies with a rapid transition upwards into relatively fine-grained, deeper-water
facies, followed by a slower transition upward into shallower-water and even
coarse fluvial facies (Olsen et al 1989) (Figures 3, 6). Similar asymmetrical ver-
tical sequences have been observed in many other continental rifts (Lambiase
1990). Such sequences have been explained as the result of a specific history of
tectonic events (Manspeizer & deBoer 1989), as a consequence of sequential
filling of hydrographically linked basins (Lambiase 1990), and as the neces-
sary result of the filling of a widening half graben bounded by a normal fault
(Schlische & Olsen 1990, Schlische 1993, Contreras et al 1996).

Schlische & Olsen (1990) proposed a simple quantitative model in which
the rate of subsidence, the rate of inflow of sediment into the basin, and the ba-
sic geometry of the basement components of the basin remain constant (Olsen
1990). As a simple consequence of the increase of the area of the depositional
surface though time, the full tripartite lacustrine sequence is produced. This
basin-filling model predicts the sediment accumulation rate history of the basin;
once lacustrine conditions are established, accumulation rate should decline ex-
ponentially.
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Figure 8 Comparison of accumulation rate predictions of models of rift basin evolution with data
from the Newark basin (see Figure 6) of various authors. Numbers 1–5 refer to predictions at
increasing distances from the border fault of Contrerar et al (1996).

The first quantitative data on long-term sedimentation rates comes from the
NBCP and ACE cores (Olsen et al 1996a,b) (Figure 6). Comparison of the sedi-
mentation rates of the Triassic-age part of the basin section with the predictions
of the Schlische & Olsen (1990) model shows some first-order differences (Fig-
ure 8). Specifically, a simple exponential decline in sedimentation rates is not
seen; however, the facies transitions predicted in the Schlische & Olsen model
are confirmed.

A much more realistic, although more complicated, model of evolving rift-
basin geometry is presented by Contreras et al (1996) (Figure 8). This is a three-
dimensional finite-difference model based on the fault-growth models of Cowie
& Scholz (1992). Contreras et al (1996) show that for a half graben bounded
by a single normal fault the accumulation-rate curve predicted by the Schlische
& Olsen (1990) model occurs only at the depocenter of the basin, adjacent to
the border fault. All other parts of the basin have different accumulation-rate
curves. An accumulation-rate curve similar to that seen in the Newark basin
data (Figure 6) is obtained in the model if the basin is sampled by laterally
offset drill-hole data as were obtained in the coring project.

Viewed in light of the above models, each tripartite sequence probably repre-
sents a different tectonic episode, basically a rejuvenation of extension or an ac-
celeration of extension. This hypothesis can be expressed as an extension of the
Schlische & Olsen (1990) or Contreras et al (1996) models. Thus, relatively low
rates of extension and basin subsidence allow the available sediments to fill the
basin to the outlet, resulting in a hydraulically open basin with through-flowing
streams and a coarse-grained basin fill. Slow rates of extension should result in
similarly slow rates of footwall uplift. Hence, it could have been relatively easy
for inflowing or outflowing rivers to breach the footwall. The fluvial portions
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of the Stockton Formation of the Newark basin (Smoot 1991a,b) may be an
example of streams leaving through the footwall, whereas the New Haven For-
mation of the Hartford basin (Hubert et al 1978) may be an example of a fluvial
system entering the basin though the footwall (Figure 2). When extension rates
increased, basin floor subsidence and tilting increased. As a consequence, the
basin expanded at a rate faster than it could fill, and a closed drainage basin
resulted. When sufficient water became available, a lake could form. Smoot
(1991a), on the other hand, feels that an autogenic reduction of fluvial gradient
due to clogging of the outlet resulted in the fluvial-lacustrine transitions. As
long as extension rates remained high, the distance between the outlet and the
basin floor would continue to increase as the area of the depositional surface ex-
panded; and as long as there was sufficient precipitation, lacustrine conditions
would be maintained (Schlische & Olsen 1990). High extension rates would
lead to high rates of footwall uplift, and the basin would be sourced from either
the hanging wall [upper Stockton and Lockatong formations, Newark basin
(Glaeser 1966)] or the axis [Passaic Formation, Newark basin (Smoot 1991a)].

As extension decreased, the basin would tend to fill, eventually reestablish-
ing fluvial conditions. Footwall uplift would correspondingly decrease and the
footwall could again be breached by streams, perhaps capturing large drainage
areas on the back of the footwall uplifts (upper Portland Formation, Hartford
basin; McInerney 1993) (Figure 2). If subsidence stayed low or stopped, the
outlet would be cut into, and eventually the basin fill would begin to erode.
Thus, the full cycle of an extension pulse would tend to produce one of the tri-
partite lacustrine sequences. If the magnitude of the extension pulse is relatively
small, then a short-lived excursion though a tripartite sequence might be pro-
duced. If the pulse of accelerated extension followed a period of slow extension
or erosion or if it was of large enough magnitude to produce erosion of foot-
wall sediments before they could be onlapped by the new tripartite sequence,
then an unconformity might develop that would separate the two sequences
along the up-dip portions of the basin. However, as long as the basin remained
hydraulically closed, a conformable relationship between two successive se-
quences would still be expected at the depocenter of the basin. In addition, an
abbreviated yet strong pulse might only produce a fluvial sequence. Multiple
tripartite sequences and unconformity-bound fluvial sequences are observed in
many CAM basins, which suggests that their basin fill can be organized into
discrete tectonostratigraphic sequences.

TECTONOSTRATIGRAPHIC SEQUENCES

Traditionally, the main organizing principle within basin sequences has been
the recognition of mappable lithostratigraphic formations defined on one or a
few criteria, such as color or grain size (Figure 2; Table 1). A detailed review
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Figure 9 Basic tectonostratigraphic sequences of CAM basins based largely on seismic profiles
and coring.

of this nomenclature for the Newark Supergroup is provided by Lutrell (1989).
However, recent industry and scientific drilling and seismic profiling, as well
as reexamination of outcrops, has shown that four basic tectonostratigraphic
sequences (TS) can be recognized that extend over most, if not all, of the CAM
basins (Figure 9). These are sequences in the sequence stratigraphic sense (see
Christie-Blick & Driscoll 1995); they are mostly but not always unconformity
bound and probably resulted from significant changes in the rate of extension
(rather than sea level changes, which in these basins is nearly irrelevant). Age
is the criterion used here to group sequences in isolated basins into individual
categories. These categories are as follows: TS I, initial synrift sedimentary
rocks of Anisian (early Middle Triassic) age; TS II, early synrift sedimentary
rocks of possibly Ladinian and Early to Late Carnian age (late Middle and early
Late Triassic) age; TS III, middle synrift sedimentary rocks of Late Carnian,
Norian, Rhaetian, and earliest Hettangian (Late Triassic to earliest Jurassic)
age; and TS IV, late synrift sedimentary and volcanic rocks of Hettangian (Early
Jurassic) age, plus the overlying late synrift sedimentary rocks of Hettangian to
possibly Pliensbachian (Early Jurassic) age (Figures 3, 9). In many cases these
tectonostratigraphic sequences conform to existing formal lithostratigraphic
nomenclature frameworks (see below). In other cases they do not. These
tectonostratigraphic sequences provide the framework for understanding the
large-scale tectonic events that influenced basin evolution as well as a logical
structure for the discussion of the rift sequences themselves.

TECTONOSTRATIGRAPHIC SEQUENCE I The TS I sequence comprises initial
synrift sedimentary rocks that consist of strongly wedge-shaped sequences in
small basins with beds fanning markedly towards faults (Figure 9). The TS I has
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Figure 10 Unconformities between TS I and TS II in the Fundy (A) and Argana (B) basins. (A)
Outcrop of TS I (fluvial Honeycomb Pt. Formation,right) and TS II (fluvial Quaco Formation,
left) at St. Martins, New Brunswick, Canada. Note the gentle angular unconformity with beds on
the left dipping slightly less steeply than those on right. (B) Sketch of outcrop of TS I (Ikakern
Formation) and TS II (Timezgadiwine Formation) redrawn from Tixeront (1973).

been recognized so far only in the Fundy basin and the Argana basin of Morocco.
The sequence rests with a profound unconformity on underlying prerift rocks
and is separated from younger synrift strata by an angular unconformity. In the
limited areas where it has been recognized, TS I consists mostly of fluvial and
aeolian rocks deposited under an overall arid environment. The best-known and
type area is in the Fundy basin of Maritime Canada. A useful review of the early
Mesozoic rocks of the Maritime Provinces of Canada is given by Greenough
(1995).

Fundy basin—type areaThe TS I is definitively present only in the Fundy
basin, where it is known from two isolated sets of outcrops along the Bay of
Fundy at Lower Economy, Nova Scotia, and in the vicinity of St. Martins,
New Brunswick (Figure 10). Outcrops consist of alternating mostly fluvial and
aeolian dune sequences and minor red lacustrine mudstone (Hubert & Mertz
1984, Nadon & Middleton 1985) (Figure 11). In Nova Scotia these comprise
the Economy beds of the Wolfville Formation, and in New Brunswick they
make up the Honeycomb Point Formation (Nadon 1981, Nadon & Middleton
1985). These strata, of Anisian age (Baird 1986, Olsen & Baird 1986, Olsen
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Figure 11 Measured section of “Lower Economy beds” of TS I and unconformably (?) overlying
Wolfville Formation of TS II at Lower Economy, Nova Scotia, Canada.

1988, Olsen et al 1989), thus comprise the oldest dated strata in the Newark
Supergroup. Both the basal unconformity and the upper unconformity are
exposed in the St. Martins area, but only the upper unconformity is exposed in
Nova Scotia (Figure 11).

Other basins Sequences lithologically similar to those of TS I of the Fundy
basin are present in the Argana Basin of Morocco, where they are termed the
Ikakern Formation of Duffaud et al (1966) (t1 and t2 of Tixeront 1973) (Figures
3, 10). There is strong disagreement on the age of these strata, with opinions
ranging from Permian (Dutuit 1988) to Anisian (see Medina 1991); hence the
identity of the Ikakern as part of TS I is uncertain. However, there is little doubt
of the unconformity separating the Ikakern of the overlying strata of unquestion-
able Triassic age, as shown in the figures of Tixeront (1973) (Figure 10). The TS
I may also be represented in Morocco by middle Triassic–age fine red clastics,
dolomites, and evaporites at the base of the Triassic sequence, found from drill
holes in the Essaouira basin of the continental shelf of Morocco (Beauchamp
1988). The TS I has not been recognized in the Newark Supergroup.

TECTONOSTRATIGRAPHIC SEQUENCE II The TS II consists of early synrift sed-
imentary rocks comprised of strongly wedge-shaped sequences in basins larger
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than those of TS I, with lacustrine rocks that tend to be dominant in the basin’s
center. The TS II sequences exhibit evidence of deposition in more humid
environments than those of TS I, as well as those of the younger sequences in
the same basins. They are separated by a gentle angular unconformity from
younger rocks in the up-dip portions of the fault blocks they comprise (Figure 9).
The age of the sequence is Ladinian (?) to early Late Carnian [Middle (?) to
early Late Triassic]. The TS II is recognized in the Richmond, Taylorsville,
Farmville, and associated basins of Virginia (Goodwin et al 1986); the Fundy
basin of Maritime Canada; and at least the Argana basin of Morocco. It may be
much more widespread. The best-documented and type area is in the Richmond
and Taylorsville basins of Virginia.

Richmond and Taylorsville basins—type areaIn the Richmond basin of
Virginia, TS II comprises most of the sequence preserved in the basin. Cornet
(in Cornet & Olsen 1990) recognized that the older sequence consists of the
long-established (Shaler & Woodworth 1899) Tuckahoe Formation (originally
group) that is made up of the “lower barren beds,” “productive coal measures,”
and Vinita beds. However, the younger sequence consists of a previously unrec-
ognized lacustrine interval, which Cornet named the Turkey Branch Formation,
that is in turn overlain by Shaler & Woodworth’s (1899) Otterdale sandstone.
This younger sequence belongs in TS III (see below). The presence of abundant
Aratrisporitesin the lower part of TS II suggested to Ediger (1986) a Ladinian
age, but Cornet & Olsen (1990) believe the age of these beds to be Early Carnian
(Julian). The upper portion of the Tuckahoe Formation could be as young as
early Late Carnian (early Tuvalian).

TS II, in the Richmond basin, is an example of a tripartite lacustrine sequence.
The basal, so-called lower barren beds consist of a thin veneer of fluvial gray
sandstone and conglomerate resting on basement. This is succeeded by the
“productive coal measures” that consist of alternating gray sandstones, thin
bedded and rooted gray and black mudstones, and coal seams that are locally
up to several meters thick (Robbins et al 1988, Wilkes 1988). The overlying
Vinita beds are a cyclical sequence of black and gray laminated mudstones
and gray sandstones (Figure 12), made up of muted double–Van Houten cycles,
with two high-stand intervals (e.g. Figure 5). The lower high-stand part of these
cycles is thicker, more finely laminated, and more organic rich than the upper
high-stand part (Ediger 1986). These cycles are similar to the Van Houten cycles
seen in TS III, described below for the Dan River Basin (Figure 5). However, in
contrast to the cyclicity seen in younger Triassic or Jurassic rift basin deposits
in eastern North America, the cycles usually show little or no evidence of
desiccation or subaerial exposure. Ediger ascribed these double cycles to the
∼40-ky cycle of the Earth’s axial obliquity, modulating the∼20-ky cycle of
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Figure 12 Outcrops of TS II in the Richmond basin (A) and the Argana basin (B). (A) Outcrop
of well-developed lacustrine black mudstones and gray sandstones of double Van Houten cycle in
Vinita Beds in the Boscobel Quarry, Manakin, Virginia, United States. Van Houten cycle extends
from head of person on far left to top of thick light-colored (gray) bed of middle right. There
are no signs of subaerial exposure in this outcrop. (B) Distance view, looking north, of lacustrine
Aglegal Mb. (t4 of Tixeront 1973) showing cyclical pattern of gray carbonates (thin white bands),
purple and red mudstones (light and darker gray broad bands), and brown sandstones (prominent
benches). The outcrops are near Tizi Maachou, Morocco. Section dips to left and thickness of
prominent bench on right is about 2 m.

climatic precession. Although there is no direct evidence of the duration of these
cycles, the theoretical considerations of the effects of celestial mechanics on
insolation (Crowley et al 1992), and comparison with the double–Van Houten
cycles in TS III, suggest that the Vinita cycle doublets are in fact a doubling
of the frequency of the cycle of climatic precession itself as expected at the
equator.

In the Vinita beds, deposition of the microlaminated units was probably
in deep perennially chemically stratified water, whereas that of the less well-
laminated units in the cycles was under shallower and higher energy water.
The coals were deposited in swamps early in the depositional history of the
TS II. Based on the presence of coals and thick black shales, limited signs of
subaerial exposure, and a complete lack of evaporites, conditions seem to have
been generally very wet.

The Taylorsville basin of Virginia and Maryland is located a few kilometers
north of the Richmond basin (Figures 1, 7), to which it was most likely con-
nected during deposition. The lower units of the Taylorsville basin (Doswell
Formation; Figure 3, Table 1) belong to TS II, and are very similar to those
of the Richmond basin (Weems 1980, Cornet & Olsen 1990, Olsen et al 1982,
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LeTourneau 1996), although no minable coals have been recognized. Over
6 km of continuous core has been recovered from the Taylorsville basin and is
now under study (LeTourneau 1996).

Other basins In the Argana basin of Morocco, TS II is a tripartite sequence
that makes up the Timezgadiwine Formation of Duffaud et al (1966). This
formation consists of a basal conglomerate and sandstone (t3 of Tixeront 1973)
overlying the unconformity with the Ikakern Formation, followed by cyclical
pink and gray, locally carbonate-rich mudstone (t4 of Tixeront 1973) that grades
up into cyclical red mudstone and sandstone (t5 of Tixeront 1973) (Figures
12, 13). The cyclicity, although evident in outcrops, has not been described.
The lower part of the formation appears to be Early Carnian (Julian) and the
upper part is late early Late Carnian (early Tuvalian) (Hunt & Lucas 1991).
Based on Carnian-age palynomorph assemblages (Cousminer & Manspeizer
1976, Biron & Courtinat 1982), the Oukaimeden Sandstone of the High Atlas
area of Morocco may also belong in TS II.

In the Fundy basin of the Maritime Provinces of Canada, TS I is uncon-
formably overlain by TS II, which otherwise rests on prerift basement. In
outcrops, TS II consists of fluvial strata of the Wolfville Formation (Powers
1916, Klein 1962) in Nova Scotia, and the Quaco and Echo Cover formations
in New Brunswick (Magnusson 1955). The eolian strata and minor interbedded
lacustrine rocks usually grouped with the Wolfville Formation (Hubert & Mertz
1984) actually belong in TS III (see below). The main mass of the Wolfville
Formation consists of large (2–10 m) fining-upward cycles that were deposited
by braided rivers, are extensively bioturbated, and have minor amounts of
caliche (Hubert & Forlenza 1988, Smoot 1991). In the St. Martins area of
New Brunswick, Canada, the Quaco and Echo Cove formations overlie the
Honeycomb Point Formation of TS I in a well-exposed gentle angular uncon-
formity (Figure 10) (Nadon & Middleton 1984). The Quaco Formation is a
thick (190–300 m) clast-supported well-rounded conglomerate deposited in a
braided (and probably anastomosing) river in a humid distal fan setting (Nadon
& Middleton 1984). The overlying Echo Cove Formation consists of gray and
pale-red pebbly sandstones and mudstones with locally abundant plant remains
(Nadon & Middleton 1985). Based on the presence of conglomerates and bed
forms that require relatively sustained flow, the dominant gray color and abun-
dant plant remains of the Echo Cove Formation, and the absence of aeolianites,
deposition of the Wolfville, Quaco, and Echo Cove formations were deposited
under more persistently humid conditions than the underlying units of TS I.
The age of TS II in the Fundy basin is Julian (Early Carnian) or Ladinian to
early Late Carnian (early Tuvalian) age (Nadon & Middleton 1985, Hunt 1993;
SJ Fowell, personal communication).
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Figure 13 Outcrops of unconformity between Timezgadiwine Formation (TS II) and overlying
Bigoudine Formation (TS III) in the Argana basin. (A) Photograph of outcrop of lacustrine red
mudstones and sandstones of the Timezgadiwine Formation overlain by brown fluvial conglomerate
and eolian sandstone of Bigoudine Formation east of Argana, Morocco. (B) Same as (A) but
enhanced to show bedding and position of angular unconformity. (C) Sketch of outcrop from
Argana basin, redrawn from Tixeront (1973).

Unequivocal lacustrine strata have not been identified in the two industry
exploratory drill holes that penetrate the Wolfville Formation or in the outcrops
of the Quaco and Echo Cove formations (Olsen et al 1989). However, seismic
profiles from the Chignecto subbasin of the Fundy basin show a sequence low in
the basin section (Figure 7) characterized by laterally extensive high-amplitude
reflections (Withjack et al 1995). This package fans towards the border fault
and is separated by a gentle unconformity from overlying less-reflective units.
Based on the reflection character and geometry, it may be a lacustrine equivalent
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of the Wolfville Formation, as has been postulated to exist by Brown (1986).
However, until the unit is drilled, its character will remain uncertain.

Other units that probably belong in TS II (see Figure 3) include the following:
(a) portions of the distinctive “Millstone grit” of the Deep River basin of North
Carolina (Stagg et al 1985), based on pollen and spores (Cornet 1977, Litwin
& Ash 1993); (b) basal beds of the Gettysburg basin of Pennsylvania (Cloos &
Pettijohn 1973, Stose & Jonas 1939, Cornet 1977, Smoot 1991a), based on age
and facies; (c) the basal units of the Newark basin of New York, New Jersey, and
Pennsylvania, based on seismic profile character (Figure 7) (Costain & Coruh
1989); (d) basal units in the Norfolk basin of the Coastal Plain continental shelf
of Virginia, again based on seismic character (Figure 7) (Musser 1993); and
(e) the Kettle red beds at the base of several basins on the Scotian Shelf and
Grand Banks of Newfoundland, based on stratigraphic position and scant age
data (Barss et al 1979).

TECTONOSTRATIGRAPHIC SEQUENCE III Middle synrift sedimentary rocks of
TS III form the bulk of the basin fill throughout eastern North America and Mo-
rocco, and they are also geographically the most widespread units (Figures 2, 3).
In general, the sequence thickens less toward the border faults than any of the
other tectonostratigraphic sequences. The age of the strata is Late Carnian to
late Rhaetian (early Late Triassic to latest Late Triassic). Thicknesses can ex-
ceed 6 km (Olsen et al 1986a). There is often a thick (>500 m) basal, fluvial
interval followed by a thicker (>1 km) lacustrine sequence. In some basins
the middle synrift sedimentary rocks are entirely fluvial. These are the “typ-
ical” red beds of northern Pangea. On the Scotian Shelf, the Grand Banks,
and possibly Georges Bank, extensive Triassic-Jurassic evaporites are found in
this sequence. The best-known portion of TS III is the Newark basin of New
York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, which is considered the type area of the
sequence (Figures 2, 6, 7, 15).

Newark basin—type areaThree formations comprise TS III in the Newark
basin. These are the Stockton Formation of fluvial-deltaic origin, the Lockatong
Formation deposited mostly in lakes, and the Passaic Formation of lacustrine
and fluvial origin. All of the Newark basin section except the lowest Stockton
Formation and uppermost Boonton Formation have been continuously cored by
the Newark Basin Coring Project (NBCP), and thus TS III in the Newark basin
is the best-known stratigraphic section of any Triassic-Jurassic rift (Figure 6).

The Stockton Formation consists of more than 900 m (NBCP composite
thickness; Olsen et al 1996a) of Carnian age gray, purple, and buff sandstones
and red and gray mudstones. The upper half is arranged in a large-scale cyclical
sequence mirroring the overall pattern of the overlying Lockatong Formation.
Turner-Peterson (1980), Turner-Peterson & Smoot (1985), and Smoot (1991a)
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have described the upper Stockton Formation as deposited predominantly by
meandering rivers with deltaic and lacustrine components (see also Reynolds
1993). According to Smoot (1991a), the lower Stockton Formation was de-
posited primarily by braided rivers. Based on industry drilling and seismic
profiles, the Stockton Formation does not change laterally into fully lacustrine
mudstones within the basin (Reynolds 1993) but rather retains its basic charac-
ter to very near the border fault zone, where it passes into coarse conglomerates
(Allen 1979, Olsen 1980a).

The Lockatong and overlying Passaic formations comprise an enormous
(>5 km) predominately lacustrine package that is mostly gray and black in the
Lockatong Formation and mostly red in the Passaic Formation. Together the
formations span from the Late Carnian (late Tuvalian) to the earliest Hettangian.
The entire thickness is characterized by a pervasive hierarchy of sedimentary
cycles (Figures 4, 6, 14) (McLaughlin 1933, Van Houten 1962, 1964, 1969,
1980, Olsen 1980c, 1986, Smoot & Olsen 1985, 1988, 1994, Smoot 1991a,
Olsen et al 1996a, Olsen & Kent 1996). In the more central part of the basin
the Lockatong and Passaic Formations are largely mudstone, but along the
edge they grade into coarser clastic rocks, which also represent a progressively
larger proportion of area upward through the two formations. Evaporites, ap-
parently mostly sulfates or pseudomorphs after sulfates, are fairly abundant in
the fine-grained facies of the upper Lockatong through middle Passaic Forma-
tions (Smoot & Olsen 1994, El-Tabakh 1994, El-Tabakh & Schreiber 1994,
El-Tabakh et al 1996, Olsen et al 1996a, Riccioni et al 1996). Very thin eo-
lian sands occur sporadically in the upper Passaic Formation (Smoot & Olsen
1994). The uppermost Passaic Formation members, the Pine Ridge Member
and Exeter Member, probably belong in TS IV (Figure 16, see below).

Spectral analysis of the NBCP cores shows a very strong dominance of the
∼20-ky cycle of climatic precession and its modulating “eccentricity” cycles
of ∼100-ky,∼413 ky, and∼2 my (Figures 4, 5). There are hints of the double
(i.e. ∼10 ky) low in the Lockatong Formation, when the Newark basin was
close to the paleoequator (about 4◦N). Black laminated shales tend to comprise
the largest proportion of the cycles in the lower Lockatong Formation, and this
proportion rhythmically decreases upward (Figure 14).

Newark basin Van Houten cycles in TS III record the deepening and shallow-
ing of lakes. At one end of the range are cycles with microlaminated organic-
rich deep-water deposits formed by lakes that developed into very deep (+80-m
depth) perennially chemically stratified lakes that shallowed to playas. At the
other extreme are Van Houten cycles with a relatively deep water portion rep-
resented only by red thin bedded mudstone with widely spaced desiccation
cracks. These were produced by playas that had a protracted filling episode,
shallowing to evaporite-producing pans or even vegetated flats. The various
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Figure 14 Exposures of TS III in the Newark basin (A) and the Hartford basin (B). (A) Lacustrine
lower Lockatong Formation in quarry in Eureka, Pennsylvania, United States. Prominent black
shales mark out the deepest-water portions of Van Houten cycles; note pickup truck for scale. (B)
Braided stream sandstones (light) and mudstones (dark) of New Haven Formation. Prominent
nodular caliche beds are just above the grass line on right and above and right of person’s (JF
Hubert) head.

types of Van Houten cycles, their interpretation, and the details of the vertical
changes in type are described by Smoot & Olsen (1994).

Laterally, the lower part of the Lockatong Formation passes into mostly
gray and buff deltaic and fluvial sandstones (Olsen 1980b, Parker et al 1988),
and the upper part of the formation becomes dominated by red clastics and
then merges with the Passaic Formation (Olsen 1980b). Both the latter and the
Passaic Formation in general grade laterally into red coarse clastics approaching
the edges of the basin, although in many cases, some of the better developed
black shales within individual cycles can be traced into conglomerates to the
basin edge (Olsen et al 1989). Fluvial clastics dominate in the change toward
the edges along the basin axis, but alluvial fan strata dominate toward the
border fault system. These coarse clastics have been described by Picard &
High (1963), Glaeser (1966), Arguden & Rodolfo (1985), Van Houten (1969),
Ratcliffe (1980), Ratcliffe et al (1986), Olsen et al (1989), Parker et al (1988),
and Smoot (1991a).

Glaeser (1966) has shown that the provenance of most of the Stockton and
Lockatong formations was from the southeast (the hanging wall), whereas for
much of the Passaic Formation most sediments were axially fed (Smoot 1991a),
probably mostly from footwall rocks. This change in source may reflect a
decreasing magnitude of basin subsidence and hence footwall uplift throughout
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the evolution of TS III in the Newark basin. These changes in provenance are
reflected in paleocurrent patterns as well (Parker et al 1988, Smoot 1991a).

Based on the NB-1 line (Figure 7), a line taken by Exxon in the southwestern
part of the basin (Reynolds 1993), and the NBCP cores (Olsen et al 1996a,
Schlische 1992), the overall geometry of TS III is that of a gently tapering
wedge, slowly fanning toward the border fault system. There are also some
indications that the major internal faults of the basin were active during the
deposition of TS III, which resulted in minor thickening of strata toward those
faults as well.

Other basins Going south from the Newark basins, the general trend is toward
increased wetness, both in general climate-sensitive facies and in cyclicity—at
least in the exposed basins (Figure 3). The closest basins to the south of the
Newark basin are the Gettysburg and Culpeper basins. The former is physically
continuous with the Newark basin, and the latter basin is separated from the
Gettysburg basin by only a very narrow strip of basement. Thus, during deposi-
tion, they were subbasins of a very large rift basin that was comparable in size
to the present-day Baikal or Tanganyika rifts. As might be expected, there is
considerable continuity of facies between these basins in TS III (Figure 15).

The stratigraphy of the Gettysburg basin of Pennsylvania and Maryland re-
mains poorly known (Stose & Bascom 1929, Stose & Jonas 1939, Cornet 1977,
Smoot 1991a). Apart from the absence of a Lockatong Formation–like facies,
which is replaced by a fluvial-lacustrine Stockton Formation–like unit in the
middle and upper New Oxford Formation (Olsen et al 1982), the section is
similar to that in the Newark basin. The overlying Gettysburg Formation is
lithologically very similar to the Passaic Formation and shares a very similar
cyclical pattern (Smoot 1991a), although quantitative studies have not been
carried out. Evaporites are not common as in the Passaic Formation, and they
are absent from the New Oxford Formation.

Smoot (1991a) has stressed the similarities between the Culpeper and
Gettysburg sections. In the Culpeper basin, a lower part (Manassas Forma-
tion) is similar to the New Oxford Formation of the Gettysburg basin and is
overlain by a series of formations (Balls Bluff, Tibbstown, Catharpin Creek
formations) that, together, are very similar to the Passaic Formation (Smoot
1991a). This sequence was described in broad outline by Roberts (1928) and
in much more detail by Lindholm (1979), Lee (1979), Lee & Froelich (1989),
Froelich et al (1982), Gore (1986, 1988a,b, 1994), Smoot & Olsen (1988),
Olsen et al (1989), and Drake et al (1994). Preliminary magnetostratigraphic
correlation of cores and outcrops of the Balls Bluff Formation from the south-
ern Culpeper basin (Andrus no. 1 and Lenn Brothers no. 1 cores) with the
NBCP cores of the middle Passaic Formation show an extremely close match
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in cyclostratigraphy (DV Kent, PE Olsen, PM LeTourneau, unpublished data).
Based on Fourier analysis, the amplitude of the cyclicity (and general wetness
of the facies) is substantially higher in the Culpeper than in the Newark basin,
and, as in the Newark basin, the∼20-ky cycle of climatic precession and its
modulating cycles dominate (Figure 5).

The entire preserved section of the Dan River–Danville basin appears to be
within TS III, which correlates with the Stockton, Lockatong, and lower Passaic
formations of the Newark basin (Olsen et al 1978, Robbins et al 1988, Litwin &
Ash 1993, Olsen et al 1991). The magnetic polarity stratigraphy of this basin has
been worked out by Kent & Olsen (1996), which allows for an independent de-
tailed correlation. As understood from the new magnetostratigraphic work and
previous mapping and stratigraphic work by others (Meyertons 1963, Thayer
1970, Robbins 1982, Thayer & Robbins 1992, 1994), the basin sequence con-
sists of two sequential tripartite lacustrine sequences (Figure 3), apparently not
separated from each other by an unconformity. The lower tripartite interval cor-
relates with the upper Stockton Formation of the Newark basin (Kent & Olsen
1996). It has thin coal beds in cyclical gray and black mudstones and sandstones
in its lower part and mostly red gray sandstones in its upper part. The succeeding
tripartite sequence is very thick (∼1.8 km), consisting of gray and black cycli-
cal lacustrine mudstones that correlate with the Lockatong and basal Passaic
formations of the Newark basin. These strata produce a rich insect and verte-
brate assemblage (Olsen et al 1978, Fraser et al 1996). The youngest strata are
cyclical red and gray clastics that correlate with the lower to middle Passaic For-
mation. Although the chronostratigraphy of the basin is known in some detail,
the stratigraphic nomenclature is unnecessarily cumbersome owing to separate
terminology in Virginia (Meyertons 1963) and North Carolina (Thayer 1970).

Fourier analysis, with a time scale provided from magnetic polarity stratigra-
phy, shows that the cyclicity in the gray and black portion of the upper tripartite
sequence (upper member of the Cow Branch Formation of Olsen et al 1978) is
dominated by the double precession cycle of∼10 ky (Kent & Olsen 1996). The
Van Houten cycles tend to be doubled, with two significant black shale intervals
(Figure 5). Rare pseudomorphs are the only indication of evaporites. Visual
examination of the lower coal-bearing gray and black sequence shows that it
too is dominated by the double Van Houten cycles. This pattern of cyclicity
is consistent with the expectations of equatorial Milankovitch-type control of
climate.

Depositional environments for the cyclical parts of the Dan River–Danville
basin sequence have been described (Olsen et al 1978, Olsen 1983, Robbins
1982, Olsen et al 1989, Olsen & Johansson 1994, Fraser et al 1996). These
cycles were deposited by lakes that fluctuated between deep perennially chem-
ically stratified (meromictic) lakes and shallow ephemeral (but not evaporitic)
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lakes and vegetated flats. The fluvial and marginal lacustrine environments
(Thayer 1985, Smoot 1991a, Thayer & Robbins 1992) have been much less
studied.

The TS III in the Richmond basin of Virginia (Turkey Branch and Otterdale
formations) and the Taylorsville basin of Virginia and Maryland (formations not
named) consists of a lower red and gray apparently fluvial or fluvial-lacustrine
unit, which grades up into a cyclical mostly gray and black clastic unit. This is
overlain by a red and gray marginal lacustrine to fluvial sequence. This sequence
correlates with the upper Stockton through lower Passaic formations of the
Newark basin (Late Carnian–middle Norian) (Cornet & Olsen 1990, Fowell
1993, LeTourneau 1996). Like correlative strata in the Dan River–Danville
basin, the gray and black unit has a strong double Van Houten cycle as seen in
cores and outcrops. There are no evaporites.

The Deep River basin of North and South Carolina consists of three sub-
basins with somewhat dissimilar stratigraphies, which apparently comprise
strata mostly belonging in TS III based on paleontological data (Cornet 1977,
Olsen 1977, Olsen et al 1982, Robbins et al 1988, Olsen et al 1991, Litwin & Ash
1993). Best known is the sequence in the Sanford subbasin (Reinemund 1955,
Textoris & Gore 1994). In outcrop and core samples, the sequence consists
of a tripartite sequence of a lower mostly red fluvial unit (Pekin Formation),
succeeded by a lacustrine gray and black coal-bearing sequence (Cumnock
Formation), which in turn is overlain by a lacustrine to fluvial red sequence
(Sanford Formation). The Cumnock Formation is cyclical (Hu & Textoris 1994)
and appears to consist of double Van Houten cycles of a muted aspect similar
to that of the upper Vinita Formation of TS II (PE Olsen, unpublished data).
Textoris & Gore (1994) report a gypsum-bearing playa sequence in the Pekin
Formation based on drill cuttings, the presence of which I have not been able
to confirm by subsequent examination of the cuttings. Such a deposit is very
out of character with the quite humid aspect of outcrops of the Pekin Formation
(Olsen et al 1991) or for that matter any part of the sequence in the Sanford
subbasin. The meaning of these samples awaits further study.

The stratigraphic relationships of the TS III sections in the Wadesboro basin
(Randazzo & Copeland 1976, Randazzo et al 1970, Cornet 1977, Olsen et al
1991) and the Durham basin (Wheeler & Textoris 1978, Textoris 1994, Gore
et al 1989, Hoffman & Gallagher 1989, Olsen 1977, Olsen 1988, Olsen et al
1989, Huber et al 1993) to those of the Sanford basin remain relatively poorly
defined. Gray to red lacustrine mudstones of apparently disparate ages are
present in both subbasins.

Several basins, known from geophysics, lie below the Coastal Plain directly
to the east of the Newark basin (Hutchinson & Klitgord 1988a,b, Benson 1992)
(Figure 1), but none have been directly sampled or studied in detail. Basins in
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the subsurface are known in southern North America from Virginia to Florida
(Gohn & Higgins 1978, McBride et al 1987, Costain & Coruh 1989, Manspeizer
1989, McBride 1991, Benson 1992, Musser 1993) and along the Gulf Coast to
Texas (Manspeizer 1989, Bartok 1993). The Norfolk basin of eastern Virginia
appears to have a well-developed tripartite sequence in TS III, based on seismic
character studies (Musser 1993). Farther south, basins such as the Florence and
Dunbarton basins beneath the South Carolina coastal plain consist of, where
sampled, primarily red and gray massive mudstone, sandstone, and conglom-
erate sequences that apparently belong to TS III (Steele & Colquhoun 1995,
Marine & Siple 1974, La Tour et al 1995). Sedimentary sequences of the
South Georgia rift system of Georgia and Florida (Weaver 1976, Chowns 1985,
Bowman 1985) and the Eagle Mills Formation (Burch 1992, Burch & Weidie
1994, Dawson & Callender 1992) of the subsurface Gulf coast also consist of
red and gray clastic rocks, although available descriptions are sketchy. Very few
indications of lacustrine strata are present in these subsurface southern basins.
An exception may be the south Georgia rift where some cyclical red, gray, and
black mudstones have been reported on the basis of well cuttings (Lightsey
number 1 well; B Cornet, personal communication). The scant paleontologic,
core, and seismic profile data suggest that these sequences pertain to TS III
(Moy & Traverse 1986, Traverse 1986).

Going north of the Newark basin, TS III is represented by outcrop in the
Pomperaug, Hartford, Deerfield, Argana (and related basins), Fundy, and prob-
ably Chedabucto basins. In the Pomperaug, Hartford, and Deerfield basins
of Connecticut and Massachusetts, red and buff fluvial (braided stream) clastic
rocks strongly predominate (Hobbs 1901, Hubert 1977, 1978, Hubert et al 1978,
Stevens & Hubert 1980, Weddle & Hubert 1983, Smoot 1991a, McInerney
1993, Horne et al 1993) (Figure 16). TS III rests directly on crystalline base-
ment and is bounded upward by either the lower lava flow sequence of TS IV
or the first sedimentary formation of Jurassic age. Red fine-grained sequences
in the Hartford (New Haven Formation) and Deerfield basins tend to have well-
developed caliche profiles (Figure 14) (Hubert 1977, Schoelles 1995, Wang et al
1995), and local silcretes (McDonald & Textoris 1984) and meter-scale eolian
dune sandstones occur (upper New Haven Formation) (Smoot 1991b). The
environments represented by TS III in the Pomperaug, Hartford, and Deerfield
basins appear drier than comparable facies in the Newark basin, and there are
no lacustrine strata.

The TS III is well represented in the Argana basin of Morocco by the Bigou-
dine Formation (t6, t7, t8 of Tixeront 1973) (Duffaud et al 1966) (Figure 13).
The basal portion of the formation consists of a lower red conglomerate and
sandstone and an upper buff eolian sandstone sequence (Tadrart Ouadou Mb.)
with some interbedded halite (Tixeront 1973). Recent investigations (JP Smoot,
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Figure 16 Percentage fern spores around palynologically identified Triassic-Jurassic boundary in
the Newark basin. Adapted from Fowell et al (1994).

PE Olsen, PM LeTourneau, unpublished data) agree with Tixeront (1973) in
showing that the basal conglomerate rests unconformably on the Timezgadi-
wine Formation (TS II). Overlying the eolian beds are red-brown cyclically
bedded sandstones and mudstones with a few cyclical gray and black shales
and thin eolian dune sands (Sidi Mansour Mb.) of Norian age (Fowell et al
1996b), which are in turn overlain by cyclical red mudstones (Hasseine Mb.).
The uppermost few meters of the latter are a series of centimeter-scale palynif-
erous gray and black mudstones that contain the Triassic-Jurassic boundary
(Fowell et al 1996a) and probably belong in TS IV.

Smoot & Olsen (1988) have shown that both the Sidi Mansour and Hasseine
Mbs. are composed largely of “sand patch cycles” produced in salt-encrusted
saline mudflats. These consist of red mudstone beds passing upward into mas-
sive sandy mudstone or muddy sandstone that are comprised of irregular pods of
sandstone and siltstone with a distinctive cuspate geometry. Evaporite molds as
well as crystals and nodules of gypsum are abundant, and sand patch mudstone
requires the presence of halite or other very soluble salts to form (Smoot 1991a).
The gray and black shales are the high-stand portions of transgressive-regressive
sequences that resemble Van Houten cycles within the Passaic Formation of the
Newark basin. Note that these interpretations differ strongly from those of
Brown (1980).

Thus, the Bigoudine Formation appears to have been deposited under an arid
but fluctuating climate. Evaporitic pans were the predominant depositional
system. The Bigoudine Formation stands in marked contrast to the underlying
Timezgadiwine Formation, which was deposited under more humid conditions,
and closely resembles TS III in the Fundy basin (below).
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Other Triassic sequences in Morocco and on the Moroccan continental shelf
have extensive deposits belonging to TS III. To the east, they tend to be more
detrital (“upper siltstone” unit; Beauchamp 1988), but to the east and north
they tend to contain thick halite sequences (Amad´e 1965, Tortochaux 1968,
Van Houten 1977, Salvan 1984, Holser et al 1988). In the far north of Morocco
(Rif) they grade into marine carbonates. Strata in TS III on the Moroccan
meseta tend to be relatively thin and, interestingly, are not syndepositionally
tilted (Salvan 1975). According to Holser et al (1988) and Krueger & Reesman
(1983), the evaporites in the Argana basin and Ourika area (Atlas province of
Holser et al 1988) were deposited in local continental playas or sabkas fed by
nonmarine waters. In contrast, those of the eastern and northern areas (Atlantic
province of Holser et al 1988) have salt deposits indicating an interconnected,
probably marine source, with a significant nonmarine input.

In the Fundy basin, TS III is represented by the upper Wolfville Forma-
tion and the Blomidon Formation and in total is very similar to the Bigoudine
Formation of the Argana basin (Smoot & Olsen 1988). The upper Wolfville
Formation consists of a lower fluvial sequence with intercalated and overlying
minor mudstones and eolian dune sands, some of which are locally quite thick
(Hubert & Mertz 1984, Olsen et al 1989). The Blomidon Formation overlies
the upper Wolfville Formation and consists mostly of sand patch cycles (Smoot
& Olsen 1985, 1988; Olsen et al 1989). Descriptions and interpretations of the
Blomidon Formation have been given by Klein (1962), Hubert & Hyde (1982),
Olsen et al (1989), and Mertz & Hubert (1990). There are abundant nodules and
crystals of gypsum and occasional beds of eolian dune sand (Smoot & Olsen
1988). The middle of the formation contains a sequence of interstratal karst de-
posits, which are probably dissolution sequences after halite (Olsen et al 1989,
Ackermann et al 1995) (Figure 17), associated with fish-bearing laminated red,
yellow, and purple mudstones (Carroll et al 1972). The upper few meters of the
Blomidon Formation contain a sequence of thin gray and black palyniferous
or plant-bearing mudstones (Carroll et al 1972, Fowell & Traverse 1995) very
similar to those of the Argana basin, which probably belong in TS IV. The thin-
bedded and laminated red, purple, gray, and rarely black mudstone beds within
this overall sequence of sand patch cycle are laterally continuous at the scale
of 60 km, based on outcrops and core samples (taken by Getty Mines in 1977;
Cameron & Jong 1985). Together, these mudstones and the sand patch cycles
make up a hierarchy of higher order cycles suggestive of Milankovitch origin.

Preliminary magnetostratigraphic correlation with the Newark basin section
suggests that the entire Blomidon Formation correlates with the middle and
upper Passaic Formation. This correlation corresponds to an average sedimen-
tation rate of about 0.03 mm/yr, about an order of magnitude less than the
Newark basin (DV Kent & PE Olsen, unpublished data). It also suggests that
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Figure 17 Sand patch cycles and salt collapse intervals in three correlative outcrops along shore
outcrops of geographic Minas basin, Fundy rift basin, Nova Scotia, Canada. The most prominent
collapse features are (fromleft to right) between 25 and 30 m, 7 and 13 m, and 23 and 35 m in the
three sections. Redrawn from Ackermann et al (1995).

the sand patch cycles (∼1.3 m/cycle) had a duration of about 40 ky, which
indicates an origin from the obliquity cycle rather than the climatic precession
cycle that is dominant farther south. Longer frequency cycles are also present
and preliminary work demonstrates cycles with periods of∼100 ky,∼400 ky,
1 my, 2 my, and 4 my, which suggests the modulating cycles of both climatic
precession and the obliquity cycle.

Little is known about the many early Mesozoic strata inferred to exist on
the continental shelf off eastern North America, south of the Scotian Shelf
(Figure 1). Compilations of their distribution have been provided by Olsen
(1977), Manspeizer (1988), Manspeizer & Cousminer (1988), Hutchinson &
Klitgord (1988a,b), Klitgord et al (1988), and Benson (1992). The only well
that plausibly encountered Triassic strata in this large region was the COST G-2
in the Georges Bank basin, on the continental shelf off Massachusetts (Schlee
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& Klitgord 1988); however, its stratigraphy is very controversial. Fairchild &
Gartner (1977), Bebout (1980), and Poag (1982) correlated salts near the base
of the well with the Early Jurassic Argo Formation salts of the Scotian Shelf
and the Grand Banks, but Cousminer et al (1984) and Cousminer & Steinkraus
(1988) give a Late Triassic (Carnian-Norian) age. The differences remain
unresolved (Manspeizer 1988, Poppe & Poag 1993) but are important, because
the thick salt sequence would indicate that a Triassic incursion of presumably
marine waters into an at least occasionally arid environment occurred farther
south than previously recognized. However, the position of the well is not much
farther south than predrift positions of the Moroccan Triassic age salts.

The successful search for hydrocarbons on the Scotian Shelf and on the Grand
Banks of Newfoundland has resulted in much more knowledge of the numerous
Triassic-Jurassic basins there than in subsurface basins to the south. More recent
reviews of the stratigraphy of these basins include Holser et al (1988), Welsink
& Tankard (1988), Tankard & Welsink (1988), Austin et al (1989), Welsink et al
(1989), Tankard et al (1989), Jansa et al (1980), McAlpine (1990), and Pe-Piper
(1992). In most of the drilled early Mesozoic–age sections there are extensive
salt sequences interbedded with mostly red clastic rocks. The older sequence
of red beds and salt (Osprey Evaporites) occur in various basins on the Grand
Banks (e.g. Carson and Jeanne d’Arc basins; Jansa et al 1977, 1980), and are
of Carnian-Norian age. Younger red beds and salts of Norian to Early Jurassic
age (Eurydice Formation and Argo Salt) occur in basins both on the Scotian
Shelf and on the Grand Banks (Holser et al 1988). In some cases over 1.4 km of
Triassic-Jurassic salt has been drilled. These thicknesses may be exaggerated
by salt tectonics, however (MO Withjack, personal communication). In wells
on the Scotian Shelf (Glooscap C-63) and on the Grand Banks (Spoonbill C-30,
Cormorant N-83; Pe-Piper 1992), tholeiitic basalt flows have been encountered
and thus place an upper limit on TS III. In the Glooscap C-63, the upper part
of TS III consists of salt of the Argo Formation succeeded by red shale to the
base of the basalt. In the Spoonbill C-30 well, salt of the Osprey Formation is
succeeded upward by red beds of the Eurydice Formation and finally dolomite
at the base of the basalt; in the Cormorant N-83 well the sequence is similar,
except that no salt was encountered below the basalt. The Triassic-Jurassic
boundary was placed by Williams (1975) at the base of the dolomite in the
Cormorant N-83 well, and the top of TS III is probably not far beneath it. In
most places, however, there is no basalt, and the Triassic-Jurassic boundary and
the base of TS III is within either the red beds of the Eurydice Formation or in
the Argo Salt. These sequences bear a marked similarity to the exposed and
buried Moroccan examples of TS III (Koning 1993).

Outcrops of red clastic rocks along Chedabucto Bay are probably equivalent
to the offshore Eurydice Formation of the Orpheus Graben (Lyngberg 1984).
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The Chedabucto Formation was named by Klein (1962) and has produced
fragmentary remains of dinosaurs of probable Late Triassic age (Carroll et al
1972). The landward portion of this rift certainly represents TS III.

TECTONOSTRATIGRAPHIC SEQUENCE IV Late synrift rocks, usually beginning
with an extensive sequence of tholeiitic lava flows and interbedded sedimen-
tary strata, overlie TS III in many CAM basins from the Culpeper basin north
to the Grand Banks and Morocco (Figures 1, 18). Sediments interbedded and
overlying the basalts typically have much higher sedimentation rates than under-
lying sequences and, in exposed basins, have much better developed lacustrine
high-stand lake deposits, suggesting more humid depositional environments or
greater lacustrine basin depth. Tholeiitic lava flows without extensive interbed-
ded sediments may represent TS III in the southeastern United States. Present
evidence suggests a very brief but massive episode of flood basalt extrusion,
lasting perhaps 600 ky (Olsen et al 1996b), covered as much as 2.3 million km2

(McHone & Puffer 1996). The age of TS IV is latest Triassic through Early
Jurassic (Cornet 1977, Cornet & Ziegler 1985), although it may get as young
as Pliensbachian (Cornet 1977, Olsen et al 1989). In the exposed basins, this
sequence marks out another tripartite lacustrine sequence.

Radiometric dates from the lava flows themselves traditionally have been dif-
ficult to interpret because of extensive alteration (see Sutter 1988, Seidemann
1989). However, U-Pb dates from granophyric veins from the North Moun-
tain Basalt of the Fundy basin and U-Pb and40Ar/39Ar dates from a feeder intru-
sion of the Newark basin flows indicate dates of about 201–202 Ma for the flows
(Hodych & Dunning 1992, Ratcliffe 1988, Sutter 1988). The Milankovitch cy-
clostratigraphy of the surrounding sedimentary formations in the Deerfield,
Hartford, Newark, and Culpeper basins is the basis for the suggestion that the
entire extrusion sequence lasted no longer than about 600 ky (Olsen et al 1996b).
The duration of the CAM basin igneous episode is thus similar to that of other
flood basalt provinces, such as the Deccan and Siberian traps (Jaeger et al 1989,
Renne & Basu 1991).

The TS IV probably includes the uppermost sedimentary sequence underly-
ing the oldest lava flows. These sedimentary units include the Triassic-Jurassic
boundary. In places where there is high-resolution data (i.e. the Newark basin),
no evidence exists for an unconformity between TS III and IV (Fowell & Olsen
1995). However, because half graben subside asymmetrically (Schlische 1992)
and TS IV is characterized by accelerated accumulation, increased subsidence
rates, and half graben asymmetry, up-dip unconformities might be expected
and in fact may have been observed locally in the Hartford basin (see below).

Hartford basin—type area Tholeiitic lava flows and the interbedded and over-
lying sedimentary sequences in the Hartford basin (Figure 2) have been well
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Figure 18 Relative time and chemical relationships of basalts and sedimentary formations within
TS IV. Basins are as follows: S, South Georgia basin (South Carolina, Georgia); C, Culpeper basin
(Virginia, Massachussetts); G, Gettysburg basin (Pennsylvania); N, Newark basin (Pennsylvania,
New Jersey, New York); P, Pomperaug basin (Huber & McDonald 1992) (Connecticutt); H, Hart-
ford basin (Connecticutt, Massachussetts); D, Deerfield basin (Massachussetts); A, Argana basin
(Morocco); F, Fundy basin (Maritime Canada); M, Mohican basin (Scotian Shelf, Nova Scotia,
Canada) (Glooscap C-63; Pe-Piper et al 1994); J, Jeanne d’Arc basin (Grand Banks, Newfound-
land, Canada) (Amoco-Imp, A-1 Cormorant N-83 well; Pe-Piper et al 1984); CB, Carson basin
(Newfoundland, Canada) (Osprey H-84 well; Holser et al 1988). Formations are as follows: 1,
unnamed sedimentary formation; 2, Clubhouse Crossroads Basalt; 3, Balls Bluff, Tibbstown, and
Catharpin Creek formations; 4, Mt. Zion Church Basalt; 5, Midland Formation; 6, Hickory Grove;
7, Turkey Run Formation; 8, Sander Basalt; 9, Waterfall Formation; 10, Gettysburg Formation;
11, Aspers Basalt; 12, unnamed sedimentary unit; 13, Passaic Formation; 14, Orange Mountain
Basalt; 15, Feltville Formation; 16, Preakness Basalt; 17, Towaco Formation; 18, Hook Moun-
tain Basalt; 19, Boonton Formation; 20, South Britain Formation; 21, lower basalt; 22, lower
shale and conglomerate; 23, upper basalt; 24, upper shale; 25, New Haven Formation; 26, Talcott
Basalt; 27, Shuttle Meadow Formation; 28, Holyoke Basalt; 29, East Berlin Formation; 30, Hamp-
den Basalt; 31, Portland Formation; 32, Sugarloaf Formation; 33, “Fall River beds” of Olsen et al
(1992); 34, Deerfield Basalt; 35, Turners Falls and Mt. Toby formations; 36, Bigoudine Formation;
37, Argana Basalt; 38, unnamed sedimentary unit; 39, Blomidon Formation; 40, North Mountain
Basalt; 41, Scots Bay and McCoy Brook Formations; 42, Argo Formation and unnamed shale unit;
43, unnamed basalt; 44, Eurydice and Osprey Formation; 45, unnamed basalt; 46, Argo Formation;
47, Argo Formation. Chemical data from Tollo & Gottfried (1992), Puffer (1992), Pe-Piper et al
(1992), and Dostal & Greenough (1992).
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known for over 100 years (see Lorenz 1988, McDonald 1996). Three lava flow
formations (Emerson 1892, Davis 1898, Gray 1982, Philpotts & Reichenbach
1985, Philpotts & Martello 1986, Philpotts 1992, Puffer 1992), two interbed-
ded sedimentary formations, and one thick overlying sedimentary formation
make up the section (Figures 3, 18). The lower sedimentary units (Shuttle
Meadow and East Berlin formations) are largely lacustrine to marginal lacus-
trine in origin, and the upper one (Portland Formation) grades gradually upward
into wholly fluvial units (Lehmann 1959). Similar though less-complete se-
quences are seen in the youngest portions of the Deerfield, Pomperaug, Newark,
Gettysburg, and Culpeper basins.

The transition from TS III to TS IV in the Hartford basin is marked by a
change of provenance of the basin fill, as well as a switch from entirely fluvial
to predominately lacustrine deposition with interbedded lava flows, probably
due to an increase in extension rate with a concomitant increase in the basin
asymmetry (McDonald & LeTourneau 1988). Although the uppermost New
Haven Formation might also belong within TS IV, the unambiguously low-
est unit in the sequence in the Hartford basin is the Talcott Basalt (Lehmann
1959, Sanders 1962, Sanders 1970), which belongs to the high-titanium quartz-
normative (HTQ) group of Puffer (1992). The Talcott Basalt is absent from
the northern third of the Hartford basin and may have been cut out by an
unconformity (Cornet 1977), or it may never have been deposited there. A
feeder system to this formation has been described by Philpotts & Martello
(1986) and Philpotts & Asher (1992). Red, gray, and black clastic rocks and
limestones of the Shuttle Meadow Formation (Krynine 1950, Lehmann 1959,
Hubert et al 1978, 1992, Smoot 1991a, Huber & Gierlowski-Kordesch 1994,
Gierlowski-Kordesch 1995) overlie the Talcott Formation. The carbonate units
are deep-water parts of Van Houten cycles that mark out a cyclical pattern in
the lower half of the formation (Olsen et al 1996b). They are usually very rich
in well-preserved fossil fish (Cornet et al 1973, Olsen et al 1982).

The Holyoke Basalt (Lehmann 1959), which overlies the Shuttle Meadow
Formation, is a high-iron quartz-normative and incompatible element–depleted
tholeiite (HFQ/IED basalt of Puffer 1992) comprising the thickest and most
widespread extrusive unit in the Hartford basin. Although the lower third of
the next higher formation, the East Berlin Formation, is poorly known, the
cyclical upper two thirds has been well described (Lehmann 1959, Hubert
et al 1976, 1978, 1982, Demicco & Kordesch 1986, Meriney 1988, Olsen
et al 1989, Gierlowski-Kordesch 1991, Gierlowski-Kordesch & Rust 1994,
Olsen et al 1996b). In total, the East Berlin Formation consists of a very well-
developed sequence of Van Houten cycles comprising three short modulating
cycles (Figure 19). In the upper half of the formation there are six black
shale–bearing Van Houten cycles that have been traced more or less basin-wide
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Figure 19 Examples of TS IV in Hartford (A) and Fundy (B) basins. (A) Single Van Houten cycle
in Middle East Berlin Formation, East Berlin, Connecticut, United States (see Figure 20). Base of
cycle is at woman’s (Annika Johansson) head, top is at the top of the outcrop. The two light-colored
beds are predominately shallow-water gray sandstone and mudstone; the dark band between them
is a deep-water black microlaminated carbonate and mudstone, and the beds above and below the
light-colored sandstones and mudstones are playa and sheet delta red sandstones and mudstones.
(B) Fluvial-lacustrine red and brown sandstones and mudstones of the McCoy Brook Formation
(foreground) with dark-colored breccia and flows of the underlying North Mountain Basalt (here
separated by a fault from the overlying formation). Outcrop is at Five Islands Provincial Park,
Nova Scotia, Canada, looking east.

(Figure 20) (Hubert et al 1976, Olsen 1985, Olsen et al 1989). There are some
beds rich in evaporite pseudomorphs (Demicco & Kordesch 1986, Gierlowski-
Kordesch & Rust 1994), and Suchecki et al (1988) report vertical variations in
oxygen and carbon isotopic ratios through Van Houten cycles in the East Berlin
Formation are consistent with the lake contraction due to evaporation.

The thinnest of the tholeiitic lava flow sequences, the Hampden Basalt
(Lehmann 1959) overlies the East Berlin Formation. It belongs to the high-iron,
high-titanium quartz-normative (HFTQ) group of Tollo & Gottfried (1992),
which is the same as the high-iron, quartz-normative incompatible element–
enriched (HFQ/IEE) group of Puffer (1992). Its flow characteristics have been
described by Chapman (1965) and Gray (1982), and its feeder system has been
described by Foose et al (1968) and Philpotts & Martello (1986). In the northern
part of the Hartford basin, the Hampden Basalt is locally replaced by the Granby
Tuff (Emerson 1898, April & Keller 1992), its volcanoclastic equivalent.

The Portland Formation comprises the youngest formation in the Hartford
basin and the thickest portion of TS IV preserved anywhere (∼2 km). The
lower Portland Formation consists of a cyclical, largely lacustrine sequence
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Figure 20 Comparison of the cyclostratigraphy of three correlative formations in three different
basins. The Newark basin section is based on the ACE cores (Olsen et al 1996b), and the Hartford
(Olsen et al 1989) and Deerfield basin (Olsen et al 1992) sections are based on single outcrops.
Van Houten cycle in Figure 19A is centered at 40 m in the East Berlin section.

very similar in overall aspect to the East Berlin Formation (Emerson 1898,
Krynine 1950, Lehmann 1959, Sanders 1968, Gilchrist 1978, LeTourneau
1985, Olsen et al 1989, Smoot 1991a, Pienkowski & Steinen 1995). Beds
rich in pseudomorphs of evaporite crystals are locally common (Parnell 1983),
although no bedded evaporites have been found. Marginal lacustrine facies
have been described by LeTourneau (1985), LeTourneau & Smoot (1985), and
McDonald & LeTourneau (1988). According to Smoot (1991a), the cycli-
cal lacustrine sequence passes up into sequences with shallow water lacus-
trine sequences (McDonald & LeTourneau 1989) and meandering stream de-
posits, which pass upward into red completely fluvial sequences described by
McInerney (1993).

Other basins The stratigraphy of TS IV in the Deerfield basin is very similar to
that in the northern part of the Hartford basin (Olsen et al 1992) (Figures 18, 20).
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There is only one extrusive tholeiitic formation, the Deerfield Basalt (Emerson
1891), and, like the Holyoke Basalt, it is of the HFQ/IED type of Puffer (1992)
(Tollo & Gottfried 1992). Underlying the Deerfield Basalt are the “Fall River
beds” that are lithologically very similar to the Shuttle Meadow Formation of
the Hartford basin (Stevens & Hubert 1980, Olsen et al 1989, 1992), at the
base of which may lie an unconformity with TS III (Sugarloaf Formation) (JP
Smoot, personal communication). Overlying the basalt is a cyclically lacustrine
sequence (the Turners Falls and Mt. Toby formations; Willard 1951, Emerson
1891, Robinson & Luttrell 1985), the basal part of which has a cyclostratigraphy
virtually identical to the East Berlin Formation of the Hartford basin and the
Towaco Formation of the Newark basin (Meriney 1988, Olsen et al 1989, 1992)
(Figure 20). The rest of the Turners Fall and Mt. Toby formations is in its general
lithological character and cyclical character very much like the lower Portland
of the Hartford basin (Handy 1976, Olsen et al 1989, 1992). An unconformity
that supposedly lies within the Turners Falls Formation, in the position of the
Hampden Basalt (Cornet 1977, Robinson & Lutrell 1985), apparently does not
exist (Olsen et al 1989, 1992).

The TS IV in the tiny Pomperaug basin of Connecticut is similar to that in the
Hartford basin, albeit much thinner and lacking the HFTQ flows and overlying
units. (Sanders 1963, Lorenz 1988, Huber & McDonald 1992, Hurtubise &
Puffer 1983). Offshore of Massachusetts, TS IV has been encountered in the
Nantucket basin (Hutchinson & Klitgord 1988) where tilted basalt flows have
been described by Folger et al (1978).

The basic stratigraphy of TS IV in the Newark basin was described by Darton
(1890) and K¨ummel (1897) and later refined by Olsen (1980a,b, 1995) and
Olsen et al (1996a,b). The overall stratigraphy is remarkably like that of the
Hartford basin in its cyclostratigraphy (Olsen et al 1986, Olsen et al 1996b),
overall lithological sequence (Olsen et al 1989), and lava flow chemistry (Puffer
& Lechler 1980, Puffer 1992, Tollo & Gottfried 1992) (Figures 18, 20). There
is, however, an additional type of basalt, the low-titanium quartz-normative
type (LTQ of Puffer 1992) in the middle basalt formation (Preakness Basalt).
Volcanic structures have been described by Darton (1890), Manspeizer (1980),
Olsen (1980b), Faust (1975), and Puffer & Student (1992). The Palisades sill
was a feeder to the basalt flows in the Newark basin (Ratcliffe 1988), and the
40Ar/39Ar and U-Pb dates from the sill of about 201 Ma (Sutter 1988, Dunning
& Hodych 1990) are the best available for the Newark basin flows (but see
Seidemann 1989, 1991).

Virtually all of TS IV is represented in the ACE cores (Fedosh & Smoot 1988,
Olsen et al 1996b), and the lower two formations were recovered by the NBCP
cores (Olsen et al 1996a). The cyclostratigraphy of this sequence is therefore
known better than in any other basin (Olsen et al 1996b). Sedimentation rates
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increased dramatically from the underlying Passaic Formation into the extrusive
zone and then declined afterward (Figure 6). The increase in accumulation
rate is mirrored by a dramatic increase in the frequency of well-developed
black shales and carbonates in Van Houten cycles. The increase in the degree
of development of lake high-stand sequences occurs about 500 ky prior to
the base of the first basalt and includes the Triassic-Jurassic boundary, which
suggests that the base of TS IV lay within the uppermost Passaic Formation
(Figures 6, 16). Interestingly, the pattern of carbonate-rich Van Houten cycles
in the lowest Jurassic formation (Feltville) passing up into more siliclastic Van
Houten cycles by the middle of the next Jurassic formation (Towaco) is very
much like that seen in the Hartford basin (Olsen 1980c, Olsen et al 1992).
Abundant and diverse fish from the deeper water portions of Van Houten cycles
from this tectonostratigraphic sequence have provided evidence for very rapid
speciation in geologically ephemeral lakes (McCune et al 1984, McCune 1990,
1996, Olsen & McCune 1991).

TS IV is represented in the Gettysburg basin by only two small areas of
Jurassic-age lava flows of HTQ type (Stose & Bascom 1929, Smith et al 1975)
and associated lacustrine and alluvial rocks (Cornet 1977).

The Culpeper basin is the southernmost area in the Newark Supergroup
known to have extrusive flows interbedded with extensive sedimentary forma-
tions, and it is thus the most southern to have a typically developed TS IV.
The stratigraphy has been described by Cornet (1977), Lee (1978, 1979), Lee
& Froelich (1989), and Lindholm (1979). As in the Hartford, Pomperaug,
and Newark basins, there are three tholeiitic basalt formations that exhibit an
upward sequence of changes in chemistry from HTQ in the lowest forma-
tion (Mt. Zion Church Basalt) to HFQ/IED and then LTQ and HFQ/IED in
the higher flow formations (Hickory Grove and Sander Basalts) (Tollo 1988,
Puffer 1992). However, there does not seem to be a flow with the HFTQ type
chemistry. Again, like the Hartford, Pomperaug, and Newark basins, the Van
Houten cycles of the lowest Jurassic-age sedimentary formation (Midland For-
mation) are carbonate-rich (Gore 1994, Roberts 1989, Roberts & Gore 1988,
Gore 1988c), whereas the upper ones (Turkey Run, Waterfall) are more sili-
clastic (Hentz 1985, Olsen et al 1989, Gore 1988c). Van Houten cycles in the
Waterfall Formation resemble those of the Towaco Formation near the border
fault system in the Newark basin (see Olsen et al 1996b), although they are
individually on the order of 150 m thick (Hentz 1985, Gore 1988c), compared
to 25 m in the Towaco Formation.

Apparently untilted basalt flows lie on sedimentary sequences that are prob-
ably TS III and prerift basement beneath the coastal plain and on the conti-
nental shelf of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida (Gohn & Higgins 1978,
McBride et al 1989). The Clubhouse Crossroads Basalt of the South Georgia
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rift (Figure 1) was drilled in South Carolina and consists of multiple flows with
very little intercalated sediment. Geochemically, the basalts are HFQ/IED and
olivine normative (Gottfried et al 1983, Puffer 1992) (the latter may be a result
of alteration; PC Ragland, personal communication); the south Florida basalts
are HFQ/IED type (Puffer 1992). These flows were most likely extruded con-
temporaneously with those in the more northeastern United States (Olsen et al
1996b) but apparently after the southern rift basins had ceased to subside.

The uppermost Bigoudine Formation with the Triassic-Jurassic boundary, the
Argana Basalt, and the overlying sedimentary sequence in the Argana basin be-
long to TS IV in a sequence closely comparable to that in the Fundy basin. The
Argana and related early Mesozoic tholeiitic basalts of Morocco (Manspeizer
et al 1978) are similar in composition to the HFQ basalts (Bertrand et al 1982,
Fiechtner et al 1992). There are some thin intercalated sediments between indi-
vidual flows. In at least the Argana basin, the basalts are overlain by an unnamed
thin unit of cyclical red, gray, and black mudstones and carbonates (JP Smoot,
personal communication), which is separated from the overlying Early Jurassic
marginal marine deposits by an unconformity (Manspeizer 1988; PE Olsen,
personal observation). To the west and north in Morocco, the basalts tend to be
overlain (as well as underlain) by evaporites in relationships more comparable
to those seen on the Scotian Shelf and Grand Banks (Pe-Piper et al 1992).

The TS IV is very well represented in the Fundy basin, consisting of the
uppermost Blomidon Formation, the North Mountain Basalt (Powers 1916),
and the overlying Scots Bay (Powers 1916) and McCoy Brook formations
(Donohoe & Wallace 1978) (Figure 19). The uppermost Blomidon Formation
contains the Triassic-Jurassic boundary and the only known dark shale beds
within the formation. The overlying North Mountain Basalt is an HTQ tholeiite
that has been cored almost in its entirety (Getty Mines cores; Cameron & Jong
1985) and drilled through by two industrial exploratory wells (Pe-Piper et al
1992). The multiple flows have been described in distribution, morphology, and
geochemistry by Powers (1916), Klein (1962), Liew (1976), Colwell (1980),
Olsen (1981), Papezik et al (1988), Olsen et al (1989), Olsen & Schlische
(1990), Pe-Piper et al (1992), Dostal & Greenough (1992), Greenough & Dostal
(1992a,b), Greenough (1995), and Schlische & Ackermann (1995). A U-Pb
data of 202 Ma has been obtained from the North Mountain Basalt (Hodych &
Dunning 1992), which is in agreement with its geochemical correlatives in the
Newark basin.

The overlying formation is locally a thin sequence of gray and white lime-
stone and chert that is called the Scots Bay Formation (Powers 1916), which,
according to De Wet & Hubert (1989) and Suchecki et al (1988), was deposited
in part by hot springs arising from the basalt. The lateral equivalent of the Scots
Bay Formation is the mostly red McCoy Brook Formation (Donohoe & Wallace
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1978). Throughout most of its exposed extent, the formation is shallow-water
lacustrine, marginal lacustrine, and fluvial. There are minor gypsum-rich inter-
vals and limestones, and adjacent to the strike-slip margin of the basin there are
significant eolian dune sands and basalt talus slope deposits (Olsen et al 1989,
Olsen & Schlische 1990, Tanner & Hubert 1992). The latter have produced a
very rich vertebrate assemblage (Olsen et al 1988). Based on the relative rarity
of evaporites and sand patch mudstone, and the abundance of bioturbation and
fluvial-lacustrine deposits, the McCoy Brook and Scots Bay formations were
deposited under generally more humid conditions than the bulk of the under-
lying Blomidon Formation, which the McCoy Brook Formation superficially
resembles.

The TS IV is represented by tholeiitic basalts and overlying synrift sedimen-
tary strata that have been encountered in several wells on the Scotian Shelf and
on the Grand Banks (Pe-Piper et al 1992) (Figure 1). In the Glooscap C-83
well on the Scotian shelf, basalt of HTQ and olivine-normative types (Pe-Piper
et al 1992) is unconformably overlain by Pliensbachian and younger age ma-
rine units. The Spoonbill C-30 and the Cormorant N-83 on the Grand Banks
have HTQ-type basalts overlain by evaporites (Pe-Piper et al 1992). In the
majority of basins on the Scotian Shelf and Grand Banks, there are no basalts
and the boundary between TS III and TS IV lies unrecognized, and perhaps un-
recognizable, either within Argo Formation evaporites or Eurydice Formation
mudstones, or between them.

EUROPE THROUGH GREENLAND Triassic and Early Jurassic sequences in Iberia,
Europe, Great Britain, Norway, Greenland, and Svalbard have much in com-
mon with the CAM basin sequences described here, although assigning causal
relationships is still very speculative. In particular the “Bunter” sequences of
Europe and further north, which were deposited during a period of significant
rifting (Ziegler 1988), may be related to TS I. The TS II in the CAM basins
may be related to contemporary deposits in Europe (e.g. Schilfsandstein). The
younger Keuper, especially the Knollenmergel, Mercia Mudstone, and similar
deposits in Europe, Great Britain, Norway, and Greenland, appear more sag-like
in their geometry and probably postdate early Mesozoic rifting. Demonstra-
tion that these sequences at least correlate in time to TS III is provided by
Kent & Clemmenson’s (1996) detailed magnetostratigraphic correlation of the
Fleming Fjord Formation of East Greenland with the middle and upper Pas-
saic Formation of the Newark basin. Such correlations will allow much more
refined analysis of intercontinental scale relationships. Finally, there is prob-
ably a causal link between the marine transgressions of the Early Jurassic and
the accelerated subsidence and concomitant accumulation seen in TS IV (e.g.
Hallam 1992).
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LINKAGES BETWEEN BASINS

After a period in which the map geometry of the North American CAM basins
was determined, it became apparent that each basin is comprised of one or more
half graben, in large part defined by a major fault system, usually on one side of
the basin, toward which the basin strata generally dip (see summary in Russell
1892). Russell (1878) noted that the basins seemed arranged in paired lines
of basins of opposing symmetry with similar stratigraphies, and suggested that
all of the basin areas represent the remnants of one formerly continuous full
graben that was anticlinally folded after deposition and deeply eroded. This
concept, called the broad terrain hypothesis, was controversial from the start and
has been invoked, periodically, for over 100 years, most recently by McHone
(1996). The opposing theory, that the basins formed more or less as they are
presently disposed, has been called the isolated basin hypothesis (see review
by Lorenz 1988).

Whereas it is now clear (as discussed above) that half graben were integral to
CAM basin geometry throughout their depositional history, the basins and basin
complexes preserved in the subsurface are less deeply eroded than those that are
exposed (Figure 7) and show more complex relationships than would be sug-
gested by either end-member hypothesis. In particular, the South Georgia rift
(McBride 1991) and the Taylorsville basin (LeTourneau 1996) are half graben
complexes connected by thinner sequences of the younger strata (Figure 7). If
they were more deeply eroded, these basins would appear, like those already
exposed, as isolated half graben. Paleontological data that argued for isolation
of the basins of the Newark Supergroup (Olsen et al 1982) were overturned by
new data (Olsen 1983). It therefore appears likely that the Newark Supergroup
basins consisted of half graben, at least some linked late in their history by
a veneer of young (but still synrift) strata, much like the modern Basin and
Range half graben (McHone 1996a,b) but unlike the more isolated basins of
the East African rift system (Rosendahl et al 1986). The same observations and
concepts apply to the numerous basins and basin complexes of Morocco (Van
Houten 1977, Manspeizer et al 1978, Manspeizer 1982).

Lambiase (1990) proposed a model of rift basin evolution in which the same
facies pattern seen in most of the tectonostratigraphic sequences in the CAM
basins is explained by relay relationships of filling between hydrographically
linked basins. Although the model provides no quantitative predictions for the
filling sequences in individual basins, it does potentially explain the facies
relationships between some adjacent basins. In particular, it could provide
a framework for relating the Hartford basin Triassic-age fluvial sequence to
the adjacent and contemporaneous lacustrine units in the Newark basin. A
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reasonable hypothesis would be that the Hartford and Deerfield basins were
upstream from a major river entering the Newark basin and was trapping most
of the clastics of the drainage basin against the sill between the Newark and
Hartford basins (i.e. accommodation zone). The same relationship may hold
between the Culpeper, Gettysburg, and Newark basins during the deposition of
the largely fluvial Manassas Formation, the middle and upper New Oxford For-
mation of the Gettysburg basin, and the contemporaneous lacustrine Lockatong
Formation of the Newark basin. Likewise, we anticipate linkages between the
subbasins of the Deer River basin and between the Richmond and Taylorsville
basins. A quantitative prediction of these hypotheses is that the timing of the
linkages between the drainages should coincide with an increase in accumula-
tion rate in the downstream basin.

Basin histories might also be linked through relay relationships in extension.
An example might be the Taylorsville and Culpeper basins (Figure 1). The
two basins lie parallel to each other with their midpoints lining up along the
inferred direction of extension. Preliminary data from the Taylorsville basin
suggests that lacustrine deposition began in the Culpeper basin while deposition
in the Taylorsville basin was winding down (Malinconico 1995). Because they
were presumably in the same regional stress field, extension may have been
abandoned in the Taylorsville basin and picked up in the Culpeper basin, leaving
the regional amount of extension the same but distributing the stress in separate
lithotectonic terranes as extension progressed. A similar process could happen
along strike, making the relationship between regional stress changes and basin-
scale extension rate changes quite difficult to decipher.

DRIFT THROUGH DIFFERENT CLIMATE BELTS

Although the tectonostratigraphic sequences segment the CAM basin sections
into sequences that follow relatively simple trajectories in facies that seem to be
mostly under the control of tectonic events, there is still a major component of
vertical changes that is best explained as a result of the drift of Pangea through
more or less stationary zonal climate belts. This relationship, first outlined
by Robinson (1973) for the early Mesozoic, has only recently become clear
because of new, strongly corroborated pole positions for North America (Kent
et al 1995, Kent & Olsen 1996). Most of the apparent changes in overall climate
recorded in these basins can thus be attributed to the drift of Pangea.

The changing position of depositional basins fixed on Pangea can be use-
fully viewed in a space-time diagram (Figure 15). Assuming minimal changes
through time in global climate, different basins can be examined along lines of
equal paleolatitude and thus, as nearly as possible, equal climates. Or, a single



     
P1: SDA/rsk P2: RPK/vks/plb/mkv QC: rpk/AGR T1: RPK

March 26, 1997 11:19 Annual Reviews AR029-11 AR29-11

386 OLSEN

transect through climate belts can be looked at within a single time window. A
narrow (2◦) swath is visible in which coals are preserved, north of which is a 7◦

region in which cyclical black shales were deposited. Farther north is a zone
in which arid facies dominate.

This matrix of geographically fixed basins on the North American and African
plates moving through different paleolatitudes extends the latitudinal range of
the climate “samples” over 10◦ during the Late Triassic. Thus, we can look
at cyclical lake sediments in the Newark basin responding primarily to the
∼20-ky cycle of climatic precession at 4◦N and look at the same age cyclical
lake deposits in the Dan River basin formed at the equator. The latter responded
to the double precession cycle. If we look again at the Newark basin 10 my
later when it was at 8◦N, we see cyclical lake beds still formed in response to
the∼20-ky cycle of climatic precession. Looking 2.5◦S of the Newark basin
to the Culpeper basin, we see cyclical lake deposits responding to virtually
the same rhythm. If the Dan River basin preserves a lacustrine sequence of
this age (which it may), one would predict the presence of only the∼20-ky
cycle of climatic precession, because by then the basin was at 4◦N. At the same
time, however, the Blomidon Formation of the Fundy basin was responding
to the 40-ky obliquity cycle. Similarly, we might predict that although the
earliest Jurassic strata of the Hartford basin responded to the∼20-ky climatic
precession cycle, the younger Jurassic strata in the Hartford basin may well
have drifted north into the zone dominated by the 40-ky obliquity cycle. These
strata have not yet been examined with this in mind.

Obviously this method highlights the need for careful and rigorous temporal
correlations and paleogeographic analysis. In fact, because of the high climatic
gradients around the Pangean equator and variable rates of movement of the
supercontinent, it is essential that both paleogeography and time be as closely
constrained as possible if ancient geological data are to be used for meaning-
ful tests of climate models. Thus far, much ad hoc speculation on differences
between theoretical and numerical predictions and geological data has been
expended on jumbles of noncontemporaneous bits of climate-sensitive data of
variable quality in the analysis of Pangean climate. In fact, although discussion
of Pangean climate has most recently been focused on its nonzonal aspects
(Manspeizer 1982, Parrish et al 1982, Wilson et al 1994), Late Triassic cli-
mate appears quite zonal with the methods outlined here and more like the
models of Kutzbach (1994), with rather sharp gradients. In fact, the Late
Triassic was a time of comparatively very slow drift. Considering such condi-
tions coupled with the high-resolution stratigraphic tools that are now available,
Late-Triassic “hothouse” Pangea would seem uniquely suited for climate test-
ing studies as exemplary of an extreme end-member of Earth’s climate and
geography states.
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REGIONAL AND GLOBAL CLIMATE EVENTS

Although much of the variability in climate-sensitive rocks is compatible within
this framework of slow northerly drift, some of the variability is not. Stated
more specifically, just before the Triassic-Jurassic boundary, the frequency
of more humid facies increases dramatically across all latitudes regardless of
tectonic setting along this more or less meridian tract. Yet, North America
should be drifting farther into the arid belt during this time. The direction of
apparent climate change is thus at variance with the predictions of drift. In
addition, this very rapid change in apparent climate came at a time of very
slow drift (Kent et al 1995). There is no sign of an abrupt increase in wetness
in the overall drying trend seen in the early Mesozoic deposits of the western
United States, and thus the change does not seem to be global. One simple
explanation is that the climate became more humid regionally, although within
the CAM basins some of the trend could be due to increased extension marking
the base of TS IV. It is interesting to speculate whether this humidification could
have been associated with the Rhaetian–Early Jurassic transgression, marked
in the northern part of the CAM basins by the appearance of very widespread
marine-derived evaporites. On the other hand, the Triassic-Jurassic boundary
itself was one of the largest mass extinctions of all time (Hallam 1992, Olsen
et al 1988, Sepkoski 1993). The CAM basins are one of the principle and
highest resolution recorders of the event (Olsen et al 1988, Olsen et al 1990,
Silvestri & Szajna 1993, Fowell & Olsen 1995, Fowell et al 1994). Explanations
for the mass extinction run from the nearly contemporaneous flood volcanism
(Courtillot 1994), to marine transgressive-regressive couplets (Hallam 1992),
to asteroid or comet impact (Dietz 1986, Olsen et al 1988, Bice et al 1992).
Although the∼100-km Manicouagan impact structure of Quebec (Olsen et al
1988) had been identified as a candidate impact structure for the boundary,
recent studies indicate that the impact is too old (Hodych & Dunning 1992).
Nonetheless, at present, circumstantial evidence favors an impact origin for the
mass extinction because both a “fern spike” (Figure 16) and shocked quartz
(Fowell et al 1994, Bice et al 1992) have been found at the boundary. The
climate change evident near the boundary in the CAM basins, as well as the
flood basalt event that just postdates it, could be part of the causal chain or
could be coincidental.

CONCLUSIONS

The CAM basins are the result of the incipient rifting of Pangea and pre-
serve a record spanning more than 30 million years of the Late Triassic and
Early Jurassic. They provide a natural laboratory for unraveling the interplay
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between climatic and tectonic records in continental rifts. An especially valu-
able aspect of the rift fill is the pervasive sedimentary cyclicity produced by
Milankovitch-type forcing of climate recorded in high–accumulation rate la-
custrine sequences. These strata allow calibration of many processes within
the basins, as well as the production of a Triassic–Early Jurassic time scale.

Nonetheless, there are many critical unanswered questions, a few of which
are: 1. What is the relationship between flood basalt extrusion, climate change,
and extinctions? 2. What is the relationship between the geographic pattern
of volcanism, intrusion, and cessation of basin subsidence? 3. What controls
partitioning of the section into tectonostratigraphic sequences? 4. How do we
calibrate the altitude of the depositional surface of the basins (e.g. Manspeizer
1982)? 5. What is the theoretical underpinning of the geographic variations
in Milankovitch climate forcing around the equator? 6. What are the main
physical processes that will allow us to quantitatively predict basin subsidence
patterns? 7. How are the climate cycles that produced the dramatic lacustrine
cyclicity reflected in contemporaneous fluvial sequences? 8. How can we tie
the detailed time scale developed in the Newark basin (Kent et al 1995) to
the much less stratigraphically complete marine records and to the ocean-floor
magnetic anomaly time scale that ends in the Middle Jurassic? 9. Was the
Triassic-Jurassic boundary really a consequence of a bolide impact, and did the
Manicouagan impact really produce no biological effects?

The Triassic and earliest Jurassic were times of global hothouse conditions,
during which the continents were united in the supercontinent of Pangea. This
period was a critical time in Earth history and one of the Earth’s greatest natural
experiments. New techniques that allow for high-resolution stratigraphy and
paleogeography as well as new understanding of the role of celestial mechanics
in cyclostratigraphy are beginning to allow for wholly new ways of treating these
ancient Pangean sequences. No a priori reasons prevent us from now asking
questions of these ancient sequences that require the same level of resolution
that we have so far reserved for the Neogene.
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nologiqueá la connaissance du Trias du Haut
Marakech.Geobios15:231–35

Blair TC, Bilodeau WL. 1988. Development
of tectonic cyclothems in rift, pull-apart,
and foreland basins; sedimentary response to
episodic tectonism.Geology16:517–20

Bowman JA Jr. 1985. Petrology of a deep test
well in Jeff Davis County, Georgia.Ga. J. Sci.
43:23

Brown DE. 1986. The Bay of Fundy:
hydrocarbon potential of an early Mesozoic
basin.Can. Soc. Petrol. Geol. Program Abstr.
1986:30 (Abstr.)

Brown RH. 1980. Triassic rocks of Argana Val-
ley, southern Morocco, and their regional
structural implications.Am. Assoc. Pet. Geol.
Bull. 64:988–1003

Burch DE Jr. 1992.Petrology and stratigraphy
of the Upper Triassic-Lower Jurassic Eagle
Mills Formation, Choctaw County, Alabama.
MSc thesis. Univ. New Orleans. 234 pp.

Burch DE Jr, Weidie AE. 1994. Petrology,
stratigraphy, and depositional history of the
upper Triassic-Lower Jurassic Eagle Mills
Formation, Choctaw County Alabama.Am.
Assoc. Pet. Geol. Bull.78:1452

Cameron B, Jong W. 1985. Subsurface stratigra-
phy of the Late Triassic Wolfville Sandstone
and Blomidon Shale of the Fundy Basin;
Annapolis Valley, Nova Scotia. InProgram
and Summaries: 9th Annu. Open House and
Review of Activities, Nova Scotia Dep. Mines
Energy, ed. JR Matheson, pp. 105–6. Info.
Ser. 136 pp.

Carroll RL, Belt ES, Dineley DL, Baird D, Mc-
Gregor DC. 1972. Excursion A59: vertebrate
paleontology of Eastern Canada.25th Int.
Geol. Congr. Montreal, Guidebook, pp. 1–
113

Chapman RW. 1965. Stratigraphy and petrology
of the Hampden Basalt in central Connecti-
cut.Conn. Geol. Nat. Hist. Surv. Rep. Invest.
3. 38 pp.



    

P1: SDA/rsk P2: RPK/vks/plb/mkv QC: rpk/AGR T1: RPK

March 26, 1997 11:19 Annual Reviews AR029-11 AR29-11

390 OLSEN

Chowns TM. 1985. Alluvial sedimentation in
the Newark Group (Triassic-L. Jurassic) of
the subsurface South Georgia Basin.Geol.
Soc. Am. Abstr. Programs17:84

Christie-Blick N, Driscoll NW. 1995. Sequence
stratigraphy.Annu. Rev. Earth Planet. Sci.
23:451–78

Cloos E, Pettijohn FJ. 1973. Southern Border
of the Triassic Basin, West of York, Pennsyl-
vania; fault or overlap?Geol. Soc. Am. Bull.
84:523–35

Colwell JA. 1980. Field trip guidebook; Trip 18,
Zeolites in the North Mountain Basalt, Nova
Scotia.Geol. Assoc. Am. Can. Miner. Assoc.
Can.16 pp.

Contreras J, Scholz C, King GCP. 1996. A
general model for rift basin evolution: con-
straints of first order stratigraphic observa-
tions.J. Geophys. Res. In press

Cornet B. 1977.The palynostratigraphy and
age of the Newark Supergroup. PhD thesis.
Penn. State Univ., State College. 504 pp.

Cornet B, Olsen PE. 1990. Early to middle Car-
nian (Triassic) flora and fauna of the Rich-
mond and Taylorsville basins, Virginia and
Maryland, U.S.A.Guidebook Va. Mus. Nat.
Hist., Vol. 1. 87 pp.

Cornet B, Traverse A, McDonald NG. 1973.
Fossil spores, pollen, and fishes from Con-
necticut indicate Early Jurassic age for part
of the Newark Group.Science182:1243–46

Cornet B, Ziegler D. 1985. Structural styles
and tectonic implications of the Richmond-
Taylorsville Rift System, eastern Virginia
(Abstr.).Am. Assoc. Pet. Geol. Bull.69:1434–
35

Costain JK, Coruh C. 1989. Tectonic setting
of Triassic half-grabens in the Appalachians;
seismic data acquisition, processing, and re-
sults. See Tankard & Balkwill 1989, pp. 155–
74

Courtillot V. 1994. Mass extinctions in the last
300 million years; one impact and seven flood
basalts?Isr. J. Earth-Sci. 43:255–66

Cousminer HL, Manspeizer W. 1976. Triassic
pollen date High Atlas and the incipient rift-
ing of Pangea as middle Carnian.Science
191:943–45

Cousminer HL, Steinkraus WE. 1988. Bio-
stratigraphy of the COST G-2 well (Georges
Bank); a record of Late Triassic synrift evap-
orite deposition; Liassic doming; and mid-
Jurassic to Miocene postrift marine sedimen-
tation. See Manspeizer 1988, pp. 167–84

Cousminer HL, Steinkraus WE, Hall RE. 1984.
Biostratigraphic restudy documents Trias-
sic/Jurassic section in Georges Bank COST
G-2 Well. Am. Assoc. Petrol. Geol. Bull.
68:466 (Abstr.)

Cowie PA, Scholz CH. 1992. Physical explana-
tion for the displacement-length relationship

of faults using a post-yield fracture mechan-
ics model.J. Struct. Geol. 14:1133–48

Crowley TJ, Kim K-Y, Mengel JG, Short DA.
1992. Modeling 100,000-year climate fluctu-
ations in pre-Pleistocene time series.Science
255:705–7

Darton NH. 1890. The relations of the traps of
the Newark system in the New Jersey region.
US Geol. Surv. Bull. 67. 82 pp.

Davis WM. 1898. Part 2: the Triassic formation
of Connecticut.US Geol. Surv. Annu. Rep.
18:1–192

Dawson WC, Callender CA. 1992. Diagenetic
and sedimentologic aspects of Eagle Mills-
Werner Conglomerate sandstones (Triassic-
Jurassic), Northeast Texas. InGulf Coast
Assoc. Geol. Soc., 42nd Annu. Meet. Gulf
Coast Sect. SEPM, 39th Annu. Meet., ed. DW
Schmitz, CT Swann, K Walton, pp. 449–57.
Trans. Gulf Coast Assoc. Geol. Soc. 42

Demicco RV, Kordesch EG. 1986. Facies se-
quences of a semi-arid closed basin; the
Lower Jurassic East Berlin Formation of the
Hartford Basin, New England, U.S.A.Sedi-
mentology33:107–18

De Wet CB, Hubert JF. 1989. The Scots Bay
Formation, Nova Scotia, Canada, a Jurassic
carbonate lake with silica-rich hydrothermal
springs.Sedimentology36:857–73

Dietz RS. 1986. Triassic-Jurassic extinction
event, Newark basalts and impact-generated
Bahama nexxus.Abstr. Program 49th Annu.
Meet. Meteor. Soc., LPI Contrib. 600:I10

Donohoe HV Jr, Wallace PI. 1978.Geology
map of the Cobequid Highlands. Nova Scotia
Dep. Mines, Can., Dep. Reg. Econ. Expans.
3 sheets

Dostal J, Greenough JD. 1992. Geochemistry
and petrogenesis of the early Mesozoic North
Mountain Basalts of Nova Scotia, Canada.
See Puffer & Ragland 1992, pp. 149–59

Drake AA Jr, Froelich AJ, Weems RE, Lee KY.
1994. Geologic map of the Manassas Quad-
rangle, Fairfax and Prince William counties,
Virginia. US Geol. Surv. Geol. Quad. Map. 1
sheet

Duffaud MF, Brun L, Plauchut B. 1966. Le
bassin du sud-ouest Marocain. Bassins sedi-
mentaires du littoral africain, symp., 1re par-
tie, Littoral Atlantique (New Delhi, 1964),
Union Int. Sci. Geol., Assoc. Serv. Geol. Afr.,
Paris. pp. 5–12

Dunning GR, Hodych JP. 1990. U/Pb zircon
and baddeleyite ages for the Palisades and
Gettysburg sills of the northeastern United
States; implications for the age of the Trias-
sic/Jurassic boundary.Geology18:795–98

Dutuit JM. 1988.Diplocaulus minimusn. sp.
(Amphibia; Nectridea), Lepospondyle de la
formation d’Argana, dans l’Atlas occidental
marocain.C. R. Acad. Sci. II307:851–54



    

P1: SDA/rsk P2: RPK/vks/plb/mkv QC: rpk/AGR T1: RPK

March 26, 1997 11:19 Annual Reviews AR029-11 AR29-11

STRATIGRAPHIC RECORD OF RIFTS 391

Ediger VS. 1986.Paleopalynological bios-
tratigraphy, organic matter deposition, and
basin analysis of the Triassic-Jurassic(?)
Richmond rift basin, VA. PhD thesis. The
Penn. State Univ., State College. 547 pp.

El-Tabakh M, Riccioni R-M, Schreiber BC.
1996. Evolution of Late Triassic rift basin
evaporites (Passaic Formation); Newark
basin, eastern North America.Sedimentol-
ogy. In press

El-Tabakh ME. 1994.Early rift-basin deposi-
tion; Triassic-Jurassic sedimentation and
subsequent diagenesis in the Newark Basin,
New Jersey. PhD thesis. City College
(CUNY), New York. 405 pp.

El-Tabakh ME, Schreiber BC. 1994. Litholo-
gies and diagenesis of the lacustrine sedi-
ments of the Lockatong Formation (Upper
Triassic) in the Newark rift basin. InLacus-
trine Depositional Systems, ed. A Lomando,
M Harris, pp. 239–95. SEPM Core Workshop
Notes 19. 381 pp.

Emerson BK. 1891. On the Triassic of Mas-
sachusetts.Geol. Soc. Am. Bull.2:451–56

Emerson BK. 1892. Proofs that the Holyoke
and Deerfield trap sheets are contemporane-
ous flows and not later intrusions.Am. J. Sci.
Ser. 343:146–48

Emerson BK. 1898. Outlines of the geology
of western Massachusetts; description of the
Holyoke Quadrangle.US Geol. Surv. Geol.
Atlas. Folio 8

Fairchild W, Gartner S. 1977.Biostratigraphy of
the COST G-2 Georges Bank Test. Texas: Int.
Biostratigraphers. 16 pp. Unpublished Rep.

Faust GT. 1975. A review and interpretation of
the geologic setting of the Watchung Basalt
flows, New Jersey.US Geol. Surv. Prof. Pap.
A1-A42

Fedosh MS, Smoot JP. 1988. A cored strati-
graphic section through the northern Newark
Basin, New Jersey.US Geol. Surv. Bull. 1776,
pp. 19–24

Fiechtner L, Friedrichsen H, Hammerschmidt
K. 1992. Geochemistry and geochronology
of early Mesozoic tholeiites from central
Morocco.Geol. Rundsch. 81:45–62

Folger DW, Hathaway JC, Christopher RA,
Valentine PC, Poag CW. 1978. Stratigraphic
test well, Nantucket Island, Massachusetts.
US Geol. Surv. Circ. C0773. 28 pp.

Foose RM, Rytuba JJ, Sheridan MF. 1968. Vol-
canic plugs in the Connecticut Valley Triassic
near Mt. Tom, Massachusetts.Geol. Soc. Am.
Bull. 79:1655–61

Fowell SJ. 1993. Palynology of Triassic/
Jurassic boundary sections from the New
York Supergroup of eastern North Amer-
ica: implications for catastrophic extinction
scenarios. PhD thesis. Columbia Univ., NY.
81 pp.

Fowell SJ, Cornet B, Olsen PE. 1994. Geolog-
ically rapid Late Triassic extinctions; paly-
nological evidence from the Newark Super-
group.Geol. Soc. Am. Spec. Pap.288:197–
206

Fowell SJ, Olsen PE. 1995. Time calibration of
Triassic/Jurassic microfloral turnover, east-
ern North America - reply.Tectonophysics
245:96–99

Fowell SJ, Olsen PE, Kent DV. 1996a. Paly-
nofloral diversity and provinciality in the Late
Triassic Newark Supergroup. InAspects of
Triassic-Jurassic Rift Basin Geoscience, Pro-
gram and Abstracts, Misc. Rep. 1, ed. PM
LeTourneau, PE Olsen, p. 10. Connecticut:
State Geol. Nat. Hist. Surv. Conn.

Fowell SJ, Traverse A. 1995. Palynology and
age of the upper Blomidon Formation, Fundy
Basin, Nova Scotia.Rev. Palaeobot. Palynol.
86:211–33

Fowell SJ, Traverse A, Olsen PE, Kent DV.
1996b. Carnian and Norian palynofloras
from the Newark Supergroup, eastern United
states and Canada, and the Argana Basin of
Morocco; relationship to Triassic climate
zones.9th Int. Palynol. Congr., Programs.
Abstr.4

Fraser NG, Grimaldi DA, Olsen PE, Axsmith
B. 1996. A Triassic Lagers¨atte from eastern
North America.Nature380:615–19

Froelich AJ, Leavy BD, Lindholm RC. 1982.
Geologic traverse across the Culpeper Basin
(Triassic-Jurassic) of northern Virginia. In
Central Appalachian Geology, ed. PT Lyt-
tle, pp. 55–81. Falls Church, VA: Am. Geol.
Inst.

Froelich AJ, Olsen PE. 1984. Newark Super-
group, a revision of the Newark Group in
eastern North America.US Geol. Surv. Bull.
1537-A, pp. A55–A58

Gierlowski-Kordesch E. 1991. Ichnology of
an ephemeral lacustrine/alluvial plain sys-
tem; Jurassic East Basin Formation, Hartford
Basin, USA.Ichnos1:221–32

Gierlowski-Kordesch E. 1995. Sedimentology
of the Plainville, CT section of the Jurassic
Shuttle Meadow Formation, Hartford Basin.
Geol. Soc. Am. Abstr. Programs27:47

Gierlowski-Kordesch E, Kelts K, eds. 1994.
Global Geological Record of Lake Basins:
Vol. 1. Cambridge/New York: Cambridge
Univ. Press. 427 pp.

Gierlowski-Kordesch E, Rust ER. 1994. The
Jurassic East Berlin Formation Hartford
basin, Newark Supergroup (Connecticut and
Massachusetts): a saline lake-playa-alluvial
plane system. InSedimentology and Geo-
chemistry of Saline Modern and Ancient
Saline Lakes, ed. RW Renaut, WM Last, pp.
249–65.SEPM Spec. Publ. 50

Gilchrist JM. 1978.Sedimentology of the Lower



    

P1: SDA/rsk P2: RPK/vks/plb/mkv QC: rpk/AGR T1: RPK

March 26, 1997 11:19 Annual Reviews AR029-11 AR29-11

392 OLSEN

to Middle Jurassic Portland Arkose of cen-
tral Connecticut. MSc thesis. Univ. Mass.,
Amherst

Glaeser JD. 1966. Provenance, dispersal, and
depositional environments of Triassic sedi-
ments in the Newark-Gettysburg basin.Penn.
Geol. Surv., 4th Ser., Bull. G43. 168 pp.

Gohn GS, Higgins BB. 1978. Triassic and Juras-
sic rocks in the South Carolina coastal plain.
US Geol. Surv. Prof. Pap. 1100, pp. 51–52

Goodwin BK, Ramsey KW, Wilkes GP. 1986.
Guidebook to the geology of the Richmond,
Farmville, Briery Creek and Roanoke Creek
basins, Virginia.Annu. VA Geol. Field Conf.
18. 75 pp.

Gore PJW. 1986. Triassic notostracans in the
Newark Supergroup, Culpeper Basin, North-
ern Virginia.J. Paleontol. 60:1086–96

Gore PJW. 1988a. Paleoecology and sedimen-
tology of a Late Triassic lake, Culpeper
Basin, Virginia, U.S.A.Palaeogeogr. Palaeo-
climatol. Palaeoecol. 62:593–608

Gore PJW. 1988b. Late Triassic and Early Juras-
sic lacustrine sedimentation in the Culpeper
Basin, Virginia. See Manspeizer 1988, pp.
369–400

Gore PJW. 1988c. Lacustrine sequences in an
early Mesozoic rift basin: Culpeper Basin,
Virginia. In Lacustrine Petroleum Source
Rocks, ed. AJ Fleet, K Kelts, MR Talbot, pp.
247–78.Geol. Soc. Spec. Publ. 40. 391 pp.
Oxford: Blackwell Sci.

Gore PJW. 1994. Triassic-Jurassic lacustrine
deposits in the Culpeper Basin, Virginia,
USA. See Gierlowski-Kordesch & Kelts
1994, 4:155–63

Gore PJW, Smoot JP, Olsen PE. 1989. Deep
River basin, North Carolina; Geology of the
Deep River basin. InTectonic, Depositional,
and Paleoecological History of Early Meso-
zoic Rift Basins, Eastern North America, ed.
PE Olsen, RW Schlische, PJW Gore, pp.
19–23.Int. Geol. Congr. Guidebooks Field
Trips T351. Washington, DC: Am. Geophys.
Union. 174 pp.

Gottfried D, Annell CS, Byerly GR. 1983.
Geochemistry and tectonic significance of
subsurface basalts from Charleston, South
Carolina: Clubhouse Crossroads test holes
2 and 3.US Geol. Surv. Prof. Pap. 11313, pp.
A1–A19

Gray NH. 1982. Mesozoic volcanism in north
central Connecticut. InGuidebook for Field
Trips in Connecticut and South Central
Massachusetts, ed. R Joesten, SS Quarrier,
Trip M3:173–93.New Engl. Intercoll. Geol.
Conf., 74th Annu. Meet., Conn. Geol. Nat.
Hist. Surv., Guidebook 5

Greenough JD. 1995. Mesozoic rocks. InGeol-
ogy of the Appalachian-Caledonian Orogen
in Canada and Greenland, ed. H Williams,

6:569–600. Ottowa: Geol. Can., Geol. Surv.
Can.

Greenough JD, Dostal J. 1992a. Layered rhyo-
lite bands in a thick North Mountain basalt
flow; the products of silicate liquid immisci-
bility. Mineral. Mag. 56:309–18

Greenough JD, Dostal J. 1992b. Cooling history
and differentiation of a thick North Mountain
basalt flow (Nova Scotia, Canada).Bull. Vol-
canol. 5:63–73

Hallam A. 1992. Phanerozoic Sea-Level
Changes. New York: Columbia Univ. Press.
266 pp.

Handy WA. 1976.Depositional history and dia-
genesis of lacustrine and fluvial sedimentary
rocks of the Turners Falls and Mount Toby
transition, north-central Massachusetts.
MSc thesis. Univ. Mass., Amherst. 115 pp.

Hays JD, Imbrie J, Shackleton NJ. 1976. Vari-
ations in the Earth’s orbit; pacemaker of the
ice ages.Science194:1121–32

Hentz TF. 1985. Early Jurassic sedimentation
of a rift-valley lake; Culpeper Basin, north-
ern Virginia.Geol. Soc. Am. Bull.96:92–107

Heyman MAW. 1989. Tectonic and depositional
history of the Moroccan continental margin.
See Tankard & Balkwill 1989, pp. 323–40

Hobbs WH. 1901. Part 3: The Newark Sys-
tem of the Pomperaug Valley, Connecticut.
US Geol. Surv. Annu. Rep.21:7–160

Hodych JP, Dunning GR. 1992. Did the Mani-
couagan impact trigger end-of-Triassic mass
extinction?Geology20:51–54

Hoffman CW, Gallagher PE. 1989.Geology
of the Southeast Durham and Southwest
Durham 7.5-minute Quadrangles, North
Carolina. Raleigh: NC Dep. Nat. Resour.
Commun. Dev., Geol. Surv. Sec.

Holser WT, Clement GP, Jansa LF, Wade
JA. 1988. Evaporite deposits of the North
Atlantic Rift. See Manspeizer 1988, pp. 525–
56

Horne GS, McDonald NG, LeTourneau PM, de
Boer JZ. 1993. Paleoenvironmental traverse
across the early Mesozoic Hartford rift basin,
Connecticut. InField Trip Guidebook for the
Northeastern United States: 1993 Boston
GSA, ed. JT Cheney, JC Hepburn, 2:P.1–P.26.
Cont. Geol. Dep., Univ. Mass. 67 pp.

Hu LN, Textoris DA. 1994. Cycles in lake beds
of the Triassic Sanford Sub-basin of North
Carolina. InTectonic and Eustatic Controls
on Sedimentary Cycles, ed. JM Dennison, FR
Ettensohn, 4:5–23.Concepts Sediment. Pale-
ontol. Tulsa, OK: SEPM. 264 pp.

Huber P, Gierlowski-Kordesch E. 1994. De-
positional framework of the Lower Jurassic
Shuttle Meadow Formation, Hartford Basin
(Newark Supergroup), Connecticut.Geol.
Soc. Am. Abstr. Programs26:24–25

Huber P, Lucas SG, Hunt AP. 1993. Revised



    

P1: SDA/rsk P2: RPK/vks/plb/mkv QC: rpk/AGR T1: RPK

March 26, 1997 11:19 Annual Reviews AR029-11 AR29-11

STRATIGRAPHIC RECORD OF RIFTS 393

age and correlation of the Upper Trias-
sic Chatham Group (Deep River Basin,
Newark Supergroup), North Carolina.South-
east. Geol.33:171–93

Huber P, McDonald NG. 1992. Revised stratig-
raphy and paleontology of the early Meso-
zoic Pomperaug Basin (Newark Supergroup),
western Connecticut.Geol. Soc. Am., Abstr.
Programs24:357–58

Hubert JF. 1977. Paleosol caliche in the New
Haven Arkose, Connecticut; record of semi-
aridity in late Triassic-early Jurassic time.
Geology5:302–4

Hubert JF. 1978. Paleosol caliche in the New
Haven Arkose, Newark Group, Connecticut.
Palaeogeogr. Palaeoclimatol. Palaeoecol.
24:151–68

Hubert JF, Feshbach-Meriney PE, Smith MA.
1992. The Triassic-Jurassic Hartford rift
basin, Connecticut and Massachusetts; evo-
lution, sandstone diagenesis, and hydrocar-
bon history. Am. Assoc. Pet. Geol. Bull.
76:1710–34

Hubert JF, Forlenza MF. 1988. Sedimentol-
ogy of braided-river deposits in Upper Tri-
assic Wolfville redbeds, southern shore of
Cobequid Bay, Nova Scotia, Canada. See
Manspeizer 1988, pp. 231–47

Hubert JF, Gilchrist JM, Reed AA. 1982. Juras-
sic redbeds of the Connecticut Valley; 1,
Brownstones of the Portland Formation; 2,
Playa-playa lake-oligomictic lake model for
parts of the East Berlin, Shuttle Meadow and
Portland formations. InGuidebook for Field
Trips in Connecticut and South Central Mas-
sachusetts, ed. R Joesten, SS Quarrier, pp.
103–41. New Engl. Intercoll. Geol. Conf.,
74th Annu. Meet., Guidebook 5. Connecti-
cutt: State Geol. Nat. Hist. Surv.

Hubert JF, Hyde MG. 1982. Sheet-flow deposits
of graded beds and mudstones on an alluvial
sandflat-playa system; Upper Triassic Blo-
midon redbeds; St. Mary’s Bay, Nova Scotia.
Sedimentology29:457–74

Hubert JF, Mertz KAJ. 1984. Eolian sandstones
in Upper Triassic-Lower Jurassic red beds of
the Fundy Basin, Nova Scotia.J. Sediment.
Petrol.54:798–810

Hubert JF, Reed AA, Carey PJ. 1976. Pale-
ogeography of the East Berlin Formation,
Newark Group, Connecticut Valley.Am. J.
Sci.276:1183–1207

Hubert JF, Reed AA, Dowdall WL, Gilchrist
JM. 1978. Guide to the redbeds of Central
Connecticut. 1978 field trip, Eastern Section
of SEPM,Mass. Univ., Dep. Geol., Contrib.
32. 129 pp.

Hunt AP. 1993. Revision of the Metoposauridae
(Amphibia:Temnospondyli) and description
of a new genus from western North America.
Mus. N. Ariz. Bull. 59:67–97

Hunt AP, Lucas SG. 1991. ThePaleorhinus
biochron and the correlation of the non-
marine Upper Triassic of Pangaea.Palaeon-
tology34:487–501

Hurtubise DO, Puffer JH. 1983. Geochem-
istry and petrology of the Pomperaug Basin
basalts, Connecticut.Geol. Soc. Am. Abstr.
Programs15:91

Hutchinson DR, Klitgord KD. 1988a. Evolu-
tion of rift basins on the continental margin
off southern New England. See Manspeizer
1988, pp. 81–98

Hutchinson DR, Klitgord KD. 1988b. Deep
structure of rift basins from the continental
margin around New England. InStudies of the
Early Mesozoic Basins of the Eastern United
States, ed. AJ Froelich, GR Robinson Jr, pp.
211–19.US Geol. Surv. Bull. B 1776. 423 pp.

Jaeger J-J, Courtillot V, Tapponier P. 1989. Pa-
leontological view of the ages of the Deccan
Traps, the Cretaceous-Tertiary boundary, and
the India-Asia collision.Geology 17:316–
19

Jansa LF, Bujak JP, Williams GL. 1980. Upper
Triassic salt deposits of the western North
Atlantic. Can. J. Earth Sci.17:547–59

Jansa LF, Gradstein FM, Williams GL, Jenk-
ins WAM. 1977. Geology of the Amoco IMP
Skelly A-1 Osprey H-84 well, Grand Banks,
Newfoundland.Geol. Surv. Can. Pap. 77–21.
17 pp.

Kent DV, Clemmenson LB. 1996. Paleomag-
netism and cycle stratigraphy of the Trias-
sic Fleming Fjord and Gipsdalen Formations
of East Greenland.Bull. Geol. Soc. Denmark
42:121–36

Kent DV, Muttoni G. 1996. Variability in late
Paleozoic and early Mesozoic paleogeogra-
phy. In Tectonic Boundary Conditions for
Climatic Reconstruction, ed. TJ Crowley, K
Burke. In press

Kent DV, Olsen PE. 1996. Magnetostratigra-
phy and paleopoles from the Late Triassic
Dan River-Danville basin:interbasin correla-
tion of continental sediments and a test of the
tectonic coherence of Newark rift basins in
eastern North America.Geol. Soc. Am. Bull.
In press

Kent DV, Olsen PE, Witte WK. 1995. Late
Triassic-Early Jurassic geomagnetic polar-
ity sequence and paleolatitudes from drill
cores in the Newark rift basin, eastern North
America.J. Geophys. Res.100(B8):14965–
98

Klein G deV. 1962. Triassic sedimentation,
Maritime Provinces, Canada.Geol. Soc. Am.
Bull. 73:1127–45

Klein G deV. 1963. Regional implications of
Triassic paleocurrents, Maritime Provinces,
Canada.J. Geol.71:801–8

Klitgord KD, Hutchinson DR, Schouten H.



    

P1: SDA/rsk P2: RPK/vks/plb/mkv QC: rpk/AGR T1: RPK

March 26, 1997 11:19 Annual Reviews AR029-11 AR29-11

394 OLSEN

1988. U.S. Atlantic continental margin;
structural and tectonic framework. See Sheri-
dan & Grow 1988, pp. 19–55

Koning T. 1993. Stratigraphic correlations and
similarities between the East Georges Bank
basin, offshore Nova Scotia, and the Trias-
sic and Jurassic outcrops in the High Atlas
Mountains, central Morocco. InCarbonifer-
ous to Jurassic Pangea, 1st Int. Symp. Pro-
gram and Abstracts, ed. B Beauchamp, A
Embry, D Glass, p. 166. Calgary: Can. Soc.
Pet. Geol. 361 pp.

Krueger HW, Reesman RH. 1983. Paleogeo-
graphic interpretation of strontium and sulfur
isotopes in Moroccan gypsums.Geol. Soc.
Am. Abstr. Programs15:619

Krynine PD. 1950. Petrology, stratigraphy, and
origin of the Triassic sedimentary rocks of
Connecticut.Conn. Geol. Nat. Hist. Surv.
Bull. 73. 239 pp.
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